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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

1) Composed in 1969, "The Little Dipper” was my first attempt at capturing the "Thad Jones sound” in my own scores. You'll recognize some of
the harmonic, rhythmic and instrumental combinations used in "Don’'t Get Sassy,” "Big Dipper” and "Ah, That's Freedom™ as my repeated
listenings, both live at the Vanguard and on recordings, worked their way into my vocabulary of new sounds so many years ago.

2) Feel free to add a few choruses of rhythm section soloists prior to the printed music in bar one. The "Light Shuffle Feel” may be replaced by
straight swng on the ride cymbal for the solo sections.

3) The Guitar should use an amp at a soft setting for comping. The sparsely placed rhythmic figures written into the parts should be used with 2
or 3 note voicings when providing harmonic and rhythmic support in a modern big band. The guitarist should not play a "4 to bar stumming
style™ as used in the Swing Era. Listen to the recording for the style.

4) The 1st Trumpet player should strive to play the higher of the 2 notes notes at Letter H. If not, the lower notes will work fine.

5) The Cued solo backgrounds at letter D were designed to have the saxes play first then add the brass on the repeat. However, they work well in
the reverse order or independently. The saxes generally accompany the brass soloist and the brass for a sax solo.

6) Be sure to insist that your students play the dynamic markings properly which will give life and expression to this composition. Pay particular
attention to the soft ensemble at Letter G.

7) Learning time is always hastened when students can hear the recorded example which can be downloaded from the Smart Chart website or
played from the Barnhouse Interactive CD or website. (mp3's) Available on Smart Music!

| hope you and your students enjoy this composition...... Mike Carubia
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