
Editor’s Note

“Abendlied” (Evening Song) was written by Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847), a
German composer, pianist, organist, and conductor. Mendelssohn is one of the
prominent musicians of the early Romantic Period (the years in music history between
approximately 1780 to 1910). Originally written as an accompanied duet, I have
adapted it for developing choirs. In this arrangement, I have made an effort to keep
the “flavor” of Mendelssohn’s original, while giving each of the voice parts their own
small solo, after which they are joined by the rest of the choir. In my English text, I
have tried to maintain the story and rhyme scheme of the original German text. The
optional repeat allows the choir to sing the first time in German and the second time
in English, or vice versa. I hope you enjoy this adaptation of Mendelssohn’s
“Abendlied,” which is typical of the beautiful melodies in all of his writing.

Russell Robinson

Pronunciation Guide                                                

Wenn ich auf dem Lager liege, in Nacht gehüllt,                        
[vεn ɪç ɑυf dem lɑ-gəɾ li-gə ɪn nɑxt gə-hʏlt]

so schwebt mir vor ein süsses, anmuthig liebes Bild.
[zo ʃvept miɾ foɾ ɑɪn zʏ-səs ɑn-mυ-tɪç li-bəs bɪlt]

Wenn mir der stille Schlummer geschlossen die Augen kaum, 
[vεn miɾ deɾ ʃtɪ-lə ʃlυ-mər gə-ʃlɔ-sən di ɑυ-gən kɑυm]

so schliesst das Bild sich leise hinein in meinen Traum.
[zo ʃlist dɑs bɪlt ziç lɑɪ-zə hɪ-nɑɪn in mɑɪ-nən tɾɑum]

Und mit dem Traum des Morgens zerrinnt es nimmermehr;
[υnt mɪt dem tɾɑum des mɔɾ-gəns tsε-ɾɪnt εs nɪ-məɾ-meɾ]

dann trag’ ich es im Herzen den ganzen Tag umher.
[dɑn tɾɑk ɪç εs ɪm hεɾ-tsən den gɑn-tsən tɑk υm-heɾ]

Please see Alfred’s IPA Made Easy (42789) for further explanation of the
International Phonetic Alphabet
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for 3-part mixed voices and piano
with optional PianoTrax CD*
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* Also available for 2-part (45608).
   PianoTrax 9 Accompaniment CD available (45595).
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