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Recordings are available on all major streaming services.

Up on the Housetop was written by Benjamin Hanby in 1864; and it became one of the world’s most 
beloved children’s Christmas carols. Hanby was born in Ohio, USA, and lived there for most of his life. 

Throughout my childhood and into early adulthood, I thought the words were, “Up on the housetop, 
reindeer paws...” As a young musician, I thought about what the reindeer paws would sound like. If you 
could hear the reindeer paws on the housetop, that is how you knew Santa’s sleigh had arrived! One day 
as an adult it dawned on me, it is not “paws,” it is “pause!” Ah ha! But I still like thinking about how the 
reindeer paws (or should I say hooves?) sound on the housetop. Click, click, click, just like the song says.

-Amy Riebs Mills

About the Arranger

Click, Click, Click
(Up on the housetop)

Called a “fireball of excitement and enthusiasm,” Amy Riebs Mills started her 
career conducting a high school band and teaching beginning students. The 

first woman to win the audition, she joined the US Air Force and spent 
10 years on active duty as a conductor. Turning to the orchestra world, 
she founded The National Women’s Symphony in Washington, DC 
and became the conductor of the La Crosse (WI) Symphony Orchestra 
where she created dynamic programs with regional impact. Also active 

as a guest conductor, she has conducted professional orchestras in Russia, 
Israel, Mexico, Poland, and Brazil. Ten years ago she turned to composition 

as an even greater creative form and has achieved international success 
writing for all genres including band, orchestra, chorus, piano, and a wide variety 

of solo and small ensembles.

amymillsmusic.com amymillsmusic excelciamusicpublishing
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