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Program Note

It is at least arguable that when the history of American music in the 20th Century is written by the scholars and historians of the 21st,
they will come to the conclusion that what America has uniquely given to the world of music during this period may be summarized
under three main headings: pure jazz, large-scale serious wind music, and theater music. Certainly no other country has given these
three basic forms of writing and performance to the world in the measure that American musicians have, and the success of all three
has been nothing less than prodigious.

CURTAIN UP! A Theater Overture for Winds was commissioned by the city of Wheaton, Illinois, for the 60th anniversary season of
the Wheaton Municipal Band, celebrating 60 continuous years of professional performance each Summer since 1930. The music
combines six of what have become the traditional musical staples of a successful Broadway show, and which are usually hinted at, or
even stated fully, in its overture. Played without pause (as they would be in the pit before the curtain rises) these six sections of the
score are headed: “The Opening Fanfare,” “The Bright Two-Step,” “The Romantic Ballad,” “The Soft Shoe Novelty,” “The Latin
Production Number” and “The Jazz/Rock Finale.” A large instrumentation is called for, including all manner of percussion and even
synthesizer, in keeping with contemporary theater orchestration, and the overall musical effect aimed at is one of richness, brilliancy
and excitement throughout.

CURTAIN UP! was first performed on July 19th, 1990, at its 60th Anniversary Concert by the Wheaton Municipal Band under the
direction of Dr. Bruce Moss, its conductor since 1979, at the Wheaton Memorial Park Bandshell, in Wheaton, Illinois.
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INSTRUMENTATION

1-FULL SCORE

4 -FLUTE 1

4 - FLUTE 2

4 - PICCOLO (FLUTE 3)

2-OBOE1 &2

1 - ENGLISH HORN

1-Ep CLARINET

4 - B, CLARINET 1

4 - B, CLARINET 2

4 - B, CLARINET 3

1-E, ALTO CLARINET

2 - B, BASS CLARINET

1- B, CONTRA BASS
CLARINET

2 -BASSOONS 1 & 2

1- CONTRA BASSOON
(Optional)

1- SYNTHESIZER (Optional)

2-E, ALTO SAXOPHONE 1

2 - Eb ALTO SAXOPHONE 2

2 - B, TENOR SAXOPHONE

1- E» BARITONE SAXOPHONE

2-FHORN 1 & 2

2-FHORN 3 & 4

2 - B TRUMPET 1

2 - B TRUMPET 2

2 - B, TRUMPET 3

2 - B TRUMPET 4

2-By, CORNETS 1 & 2

2 - TROMBONE 1

2 - TROMBONE 2

2 - TROMBONE 3

2 - TROMBONE 4

2 - BARITONE T.C.

2 - BARITONE B.C.

4 - TUBA

1 - STRING BASS (Electric Bass)
2 - SNARE DRUM, BASS DRUM
2 - AUX. PERCUSSION

2 -MALLET PERCUSSION 1

2 - MALLET PERCUSSION 2

1 - DRUM SET

-1 - TIMPANI



CURTAIN UP!

A Theater Overture for Winds

ALFRED REED (1990)

Note to Conductor

It must always be kept in mind that since almost all theater music, and especially American theater music, is basically lyrical in nature
regardless of style, rhythm and harmony, the correct performance of such music depends greatly on a feeling for the melodic structures (both
main melodic and subsidiary melodic lines) and their proper delivery as the main focal points of expression in this music... no matter in what
form and setting they may be found. The most critical aspect of such delivery is the proper tempo for each such line, thereby making it possible
for the performers to concentrate mainly on the interpretive rather than just (or primarily) the purely technical. In addition, the correct
phrasing, which is the essence of style, becomes the next most important factor in achieving that feeling in the audience of the essential
“rightness” of the interpretation... and a resulting enthusiastic reception of the performance!

A few general suggestions along both of these lines may be addressed to the conductor in search of a convincing performance of this highly
colored, exciting score: ‘

1. The tempo of the opening fanfare carries over without change into the first main section of the music, at measure 22, presenting the
bright two-step, the traditional way of opening a musical show for many years. This tempo changes on the down beat of measure 62, preparing
the way for the next theme, the romantic ballad, with a broadening out in the measure before 64 where this new section begins. The brasses
here should play with great sostenuto and smooth legato-tongue/slurred phrases throughout, the tempo being in a definite four-beat to allow
for such articulations. A slight broadening of the tempo in measure 92 and following may be allowed so that the last two measures before 98
may have the effect of playing freely in the Vibraphone and Bells accompanying the Clarinets and leading into the final Baritone solo at
measure 97.

2. The soft shoe tempo beginning two bars before 100 should establish a gentle forward motion, never rushed or driven despite the
rhythmic figurations. The melody and counter-melody lines in the woodwinds are to be played with a soft, “semi-staccato” tongue and very
lightly at all times... to permit the sandpaper blocks to come through with the characteristic soft shoe shuffle.

3. The tempo changes on the down beat of measure 134 for the next section, the latin production number, which should be taken at a
fiery clip, but only as fast as all of the lines can be played clearly and cleanly by every section of the group. Clarity is the result of careful, clean
playing and results in the effect of speed regardless of what the actual metronomic beat may be.

4. The final jazz/rock section should be taken, at least the first four measures beginning at 204, in four, to establish the basic tempo,
although the conductor may then switch into a two-beat pattern once the main melodic line is safely under way (beginning at 208) and locked
into the correct tempo which then never changes. The basic eight-to-the-bar pattern in the Snare Drum (accompanied by the four-to-the-bar
pattern in the Suspended Cymbal) should predominate throughout this final section, leaving the other percussion instruments to add their
specific off-beat flavors, so characteristic of modern rock music, especially as used in the theater. The “heavy” four-to-the-bar rhythm pattern
beginning at measure 256 and continuing for the next four measures should be strongly accented, and the final measure of all is an echo of the
opening tempo itself.

Parts have been written for both a Drum Set as well as the usual individual Snare and Bass Drum parts, with most of each one written into the
other. It is left to the conductor to decide how these will actually be performed in his own group. If the band is not too large, a Drum Set with a
good drummer is to be preferred in this final section, to power and drive the rhythmic structure of the music, as well as the performers.

Until the last eight measures, all of the melodic and concerted phrases in the woodwinds, saxophones and brass should be tongued “semi-
legato,” consistent with the jazz/rock style of the performance here being attempted by a concert group. In the last eight bars, however, the
phrasing calls for heavy attacks throughout, and the final measure should be played with strong accents on every note.

An extended part, complete with chord symbols and instrumental cues, has been provided for the Synthesizer, which can also be used to
strengthen or replace weak or missing instruments, as well as to color the lines it may double with whatever registration the synthesist and
conductor agree on as being appropriate in each instance. The Synthesizer may even take over as a solo any of the melodic lines it doubles, if
desired, subject to the conductor’s willingness to have it thus replace whatever other instrument(s) in the band the line may have been

originally written for.
Careful attention to all of these matters will result in a brilliant performance of this rousing and exciting music.

ALFRED REED
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“The Jazz/ Rock Finale”
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