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Thin Places

Bill Thomas taught music for twenty-three years at the elementary and high school levels in the York Region District School
Board spending most of that time as the head of the music department at Markham District High School. He is a former Drum
Corps International adjudicator and he has been an arranger for over forty marching bands and drum & bugle corps in Canada and
the United States. Bill is currently an Assistant Professor of Music and the conductor of the Wind Symphony at York University in
Toronto.

Please contact the composer if you require any further information about this piece
or his availability for commissioning new works and appearances.

bill.thomas@enpmusic.com

ISBN: 9781554739646
CATALOG NUMBER: CB13231

COST: $72.00
DURATION: 6:20

DIFFICULTY RATING:GRADE 3.5
Concert Band

www.enpmusic.com

Bill Thomas

Thin Places was written to commemorate the tenth anniversary of the Ontario Band Association’s Ontario
Provincial Honour Band project. The Ontario Provincial Honour Band premiered the piece at the Markham
Theatre for the Performing Arts on November 2nd, 2012 under the direction of Alain Cazes.

The concept of “thin places” comes from the ancient Celts who believed that there are places on the earth
where the distance between this world and the world beyond is very slight. For me these places occur in
Ontario’s north and so, this seemed an appropriate theme for the piece.

The melodic material for Thin Places comes from Lowell Mason’s music for Sarah F. Adams’ hymn text
Nearer My God To Thee and from melodies of Ontario’s indigenous peoples. In combining these themes I
hoped to reflect a little of the heritage of the province of Ontario and show the universality of the notion of
“thin places”.
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