Words from the Ordinary of the Lutheran Mass

Heilig

Holy, holy, holy

FELIX MENDELSSOHN (1809-47)

English version by John Rutter Edited by John Rutter
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This brief but resoundingly effective a cappella chorus—perfect for opening a choral concert—was one of three contributed by Mendelssohn to a book
of music for the Lutheran liturgy, published in Berlin. The date is unknown. Its use of eight voice parts enabled the composer to begin the piece with a
chain of voice entries descending by thirds through two octaves, probably the first time this simple but remarkable thing had ever been done.
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