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The Seige
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Ryan Meeboer

This piece was composed to reflect a medieval scene of an army attacking a castle.  The music opens with
strong unison notes in all instruments, and moving into chords.  For these opening measures, the percussion
play a very important role, so be sure to have these parts covered.  If the timpani is absent from your band,
have this part covered by two tom-toms (a low and a mid tom would be ideal).

The main melody enters with the flute and alto saxophone at measure 11.  This melody is meant to contrast
the opening section, that returns throughout the piece.  Be sure the performers keep the notes legato
throughout the melody sections, especially since the bass accompaniment is playing staccato.

The opening section returns at measure 27, with the low instruments playing new material underneath to
keep the interest and momentum of the piece moving.  After the percussion break at measure 35, the main
melody returns with force.  Although this section is to be loud and dominant, be sure students are not ruining
their tone to achieve great volume.  Also, the melody should always be heard over the rest of the material,
some sections may need to adjust their dynamics accordingly.

Practice stylistic changes (forte-piano, legato-staccato), so students can successfully transition into measure
47, by having fewer instruments performing the opening material in a new, lighter fashion, before the piece
brings back its main, loud style to close the piece.PREVIEW ONLY
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