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Erik  
Morales
Erik Morales began his compos-
ing career shortly after graduation 
from high school in south Florida. 
He studied composition at Florida 
International University, and com-
pleted his bachelor’s degree at the 
University of Louisiana at Lafayette. 
Accessible at all levels, the music of 
Erik Morales has a unique melod-
ic and harmonic vocabulary that 
appeals to audiences worldwide. 
His published works encompass a 
large variety of styles and settings, 
including works for concert, orches-
tral, jazz and chamber ensembles 
and have been part of featured 
performances across the globe. Mr. 
Morales currently teaches and plays 
trumpet professionally in the New 
Orleans area, in addition to main-
taining an active composing and 
conducting schedule.

NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

Out of the Doghouse is a shuffle-based chart with a boogie-woogie rhythmic feel. There are mild influences of New Orleans 
street beat, ‘50s rock and roll and rock-a-billy styles throughout. 

Regarding articulation, the marcato or rooftop accent (^) indicates that the note should be played with a detached, hard 
accent (not staccato). The staccato accent is short, but not too short—always establish the tonality of the chord or note. 
In general, the last eighth note in a group is short. At measure 21, the brass section has the rooftop accent (^)—play it 
detached and kind of fat (think “daht”). At measure 37, the brass have an eighth note figure—direct them to play it with the 
second note (the “and” of each beat) with a breath accent—“doo-dah-doo-dah,” etc. This will give it a stronger swing feel.

The saxes at measure 15 have some angular intervals—direct the players not to pinch their embouchure; instead maintain 
a stable and consistent embouchure. 

I recommend the expansion of the solo section for as many players as possible. Jazz Education is a priority. The chord 
changes are loosely based on blues in Bb, but in a 16-bar form (instead of the traditional 12). In all cases, the background 
brass parts should only be played on the last 16 measures for each solo. 

At measure 67, the sax soli is exposed, with only drums on the rim for rhythm accompaniment. Direct the saxes to dig in 
and play with confidence and maintain solid time, especially the bari sax player who has an independent part.

In a few instances there are lower note options for the first trumpet part. The top notes will fill the harmony out the best, 
but the lower notes will sound good as well. The lead trumpet player should not over-extend him or herself. 

Finally, there are two versions of the ending, one of which is scored for easier play with lower trumpet parts and the other 
all stops out!

Enjoy!

 —Erik MoralesPre
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