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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

When | compose, sometimes my goal will be to create something new and distinctive, something | haven't written before.
And sometimes | want to, figuratively speaking, slip on a pair of old slippers. This is what | did with “Does This Chart
Me Look Phat?” This chart is a straight-ahead, Count Basie-style arrangement, written in the arranging style of m
Nestico or Frank Foster. There were stylistic guidelines | followed to stay within the scope of this musical style, and
musician, will need to acknowledge similar rules when executing this music. The foremost of these n
Generally speaking, young musicians have a more difficult time playing this kind of swing tune, fo
they haven't listened and internalized the style that much. There is no better way to grasp the nua
to get your hands on a Count Basie record, and just listen to it—over and over. While it may initially st
the more you listen, the more you will start to empathize with it. The music will start to reveal its secret
hear the Big Phat Band’s recording of this chart on our release Life in the Bubble.

another—blend, and with the realization that there’s a lot of road ahead, save the int ter. The same ice applles

to the saxophone soli starting at m. 45. The drums have dropped out here, so th jce and soft ow their
great sense of blend and feel. The dynamic is yf and should stay there, with the fafew place@ as m. 50, m.
52, and m. 55. The ensemble finally gets full at m. 61, and then loud at ly sof agg 69, and then
the build starts all over again. Pay close attention to these dynamic ch ally brmgs nua our performance.

The chorus at m. 87 is almost like a shout chorus, with the b* doing everyon
We arrive at the solo section at m. 96, and you'll have fun blow;j anges, a
stuff.

much going full out.
reaI meat and potatoes

| love to hear the Big Phat Band play the development s
played by the Basie Band, were why | fell in love wi
can really show your band’s unity. Work as a team, listen

should not really get that loud until around
immediately should get soft againin m. 15
m. 172, but there is still more to do wijth a ki
this chart all the way home.

ith us

n at m.°136. As L th out it, passages like this, usually
music whe id. It is on material like this that you
other, and s your tails offl Once again, the dynamic
ere it starts to b The high point happens at m. 159, but the band
he build all ov in. The real shout chorus on this chart starts at
tm. 180, t another one at m. 197, so pace yourself, and ride

Count Basie put his first ogeth e 1930s, and here;'Some 80 years later, the principles of large ensemble swing

that he helped org reIevant d that ain’t bad.

| hope you have as mu playing “Does This, C ake Me Look Phat?” as | did writing it.

\/0

—Gordon Goodwin

Q dwm
ordon Goodwin started composing at the age

of three. No masterpieces at that time, but he
kept at it and wrote his first big band chart at
age 13. 1t was good enough to convince him that
he could possibly keep doing this. Flash cut 20
years later and Gordon is working in Hollywood,
writing for television and film, playing sessions
on keyboards and woodwinds, and working with
artists like Ray Charles, Christina Aguilera, Johnny
Mathis, Toni Braxton, John Williams, Natalie Cole,
David Foster, Sarah Vaughan, Mel Torme, Brian
McKnight, and Quincy Jones, to name a few.
Goodwin’s cinematic scoring and orchestration
craft can be heard on such films as The Sorcerer’s
Apprentice, Escape to Witch Mountain, Get Smart,
Glory Road, National Treasure, The Incredibles,
Remember the Titans, Armageddon, The Majestic,
Con Air, Gone In 60 Seconds, Enemy of the State,
Star Trek Nemesis, and even the classic cult film
Attack of the Killer Tomatoes.

In 2000, Goodwin formed The Big Phat Band,
an eighteen piece jazz ensemble, which quickly
gained a reputation as one of the most exciting
large jazz ensembles on the planet. To date,
the BPB has released five records, Swingin’ For
The Fences (2000), XXL (2003), The Phat Pack
(2006), Act Your Age (2008), and That’s How We
Roll (2011). The albums have featured state-of-
the-art guest artists like Arturo Sandoval, Eddie
Daniels, Take 6, Brian McKnight, Johnny Mathis,
Michael Brecker, Dianne Reeves, David Sanborn,
Chick Corea, Dave Grusin, Lee Ritenour, Patti
Austin, Art Tatum, Dave Koz, Gerald Albright, and
Marcus Miller.

Goodwin’s work has garnered him three Emmy
Awards and eleven Grammy® nominations, with
three Grammy wins for his work on the Pixar film
The Incredibles (2006) and his arrangements of
“Rhapsody in Blue”(2012) and “On Green Dolphin
Street” (2014). His charts are played all over the
world, and along with his method books and
CDs, have been a robust source of inspiration
and learning for thousands of young musicians.
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