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THE ARRANGER

Timothy Loest is a name in music synonymous with creativity, versatility,

and accessibility. His works for young band are performed worldwide and

his pedagogical methods and conducting appearances impact performers
and audiences at the state and national levels. In 2017, his composition Cloud
Gate (Reflections of a City) was performed for over 5,000 spectators at
Chicago’s Millennium Park. That same year, Tim received the lllinois Grade
School Music Association’s highest honor—the Cloyd Myers Memorial Award
for Excellence in Music Education.

Tim had his first work published in 1995 and has written for Warner

Method, Warm-ups and Beyond, Rhythms and Beyond, and Chorales and Bey the clas
Tim’s music has appeared on numerous network TV shows, including ] Starri

Fallon, Good Morning America, Extra, and Nick Jr.

Tim received his Bachelor of Music Education degree with high ois Stat gsny and his
Master of Music degree with program honors from Northwestern e holds ersh|p in ASCAP,
the lllinois Grade School Music Association, and Christian Educators. He servedshi teaching career
at F.E. Peacock Middle School in Itasca, lllinois, and resi in Wheaton, lllinoi his wife Cindy and two

sons. Tim regularly accepts commissions for band and be reached through website:
www.timothyloest.com.

ABOUT THE MUSIC

Land of Harp and Song is a co‘tion o e ular Irish@s. he Carl Sandburg Middle School Tiger

Bands (Mundelein, lllinois), com ione rk toc the inspiring career of retiring Principal
Mark Pilut. The work was premiere e spring of 20

While contemplating ideas fo issiopgit 0 red to me that meaningful sendoffs not only recall
past good times, but t all challe ronted and conquered. They also shower the honoree
with blessings for a happy, and prosp s future. With that in mind, Irish music seemed to be the

perfect source or this work.
The first move ts The K gce a song that longs for recapturing an hour of past youth,
complet usic, earted laughter, and wild dancing. Irish songwriter James Lynman
Molloy d it in 1879. The the song is found in the following verse:
Loving voices o ompanlons
Stealing ouv%e past once more
And th the dear old music
Wsweet as in days of yore.

The second movement presents The Last Rose of Summer, a melancholy song that acknowledges the
passing seasons of life. Irish poet Thomas Moore penned its lyrics in 1805 to the traditional Irish tune Aisling
an C)igfhear. An instant hit, the song was later arranged by Ludwig van Beethoven, Felix Mendelssohn,
Charles Gounod, and Benjamin Britten. The song presents a lone, blooming rose that eventually succumbs
to the same fate as her lovely garden companions. While sorrowful, the lyrics remind us not to forget life's
beauty. It begins with the following verse:




‘Tis the last rose of Summer,
Left blooming alone;

All her lovely companions
Are faded and gone;

No flower of her kindred,

No rose-bush is nigh,

To reflect back her blushes

Or give sigh for sigh!

60

The third and final movement presents a resolute setting of Thomas Moore’s
tells the story of a naive, idealistic lad going off to war. Moore pen
referenced as The Moreen. Central to the lyrics is the harp, ani
of the virtues of bravery, loyalty, sacrifice, and patriotism. The fi

oy. The
toatu
. The son ds us

The Minstrel-boy to the war is gone,

In the ranks of death you'll find him;
His father's sword he has girded on,

And his wild harp slung behind him—

<
o“
N

“Land of song!” said the warrior-
“Though all the world beg
One sword, at least, th
One faithful harp

Perhaps no mu eful and nos@ as traditional Irish music. Nevertheless, as you learn this
ic

arrangeme xplorlng and popular songs from all cultures. Through music,
we disco e ha mon. And through this discovery, our lives are enriched and made
better.

—Timothy Loest
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DURATION: 4:35

commissioned by the Carl Sandburg Middle School Tiger Bands
Mundelein, Illinois; Moulee Gupta, Band Director
to celebrate the inspiring career of Mark Pilut, Principal
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2. The Last Rose of Summer
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