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Bartok Takes the Trane !Q\

Based on #3 from 10 Easy Piano Lig

As the Jazz Program Director for the Greater Dallas Youth Orchestra, a long-running classical program, l@m always looking for classical pieces that | can arrange into the jazz genre. In
a recent search, | was looking at piano melodies and came across Bartok’s Ten Easy Pieces. Number ed my attention, especially it's almost minor blues chord progression. The
melody reminded me a little of Mr. PC, when sped up, which then inspired me to do some inspirati ning to Coltrane. And thus, a chart idea was born. Is it interesting to see a
wacky mind at work?!

This is an up-tempo swing chart that will take your jazz band to the next level. A real showstopper, this char,
you have the horses this is the chart to bring the house down at any festival, competition, or concert.

in’ rhythm section, powerful ensemble and a super Sax soli. If

<
The beginning of Barték Takes the Trane is just piano, playing Number 3 as originally concet @II be most effective if the performer strives to capture the classical concept here.
There are numerous recordings of this work on YouTube, and | encourage you to make use §f [gening to them.

At 23, the rhythm sections charges ahead. Not too loud, but certainly with a forte atjpmmgle. T8re are lots of running 1/8th notes in this chart. At this tempo, | encourage players to really

strive to even them out and go for flow and accents. This makes the chart swing thm section and brass have quick 1/8th note punches in measures 47-49. Notice the accent is

on the downbeat. Pop the first note and let the second note sort of “bounceg e ¥Don't try to accent the second note. Drums should be very crisp here to help the articulations.
om

At 54, make sure the echoes in the melody match in volume. 62 relaxe t before building into the BIG hits that send us off to our lead Alto solo. Especially important are the
breath markings in measures 73 and 74. Your horns should listen to the le€rumpet and match.

Both solo sections are open with backgrounds on cue. I like to cue ¥ backgrounds for the last 2 choruses before going on, but feel free to shape this as you like. Soloists don’t have
to go crazy as they work on soloing at this tempo, but they sho RSOitely be sure to play in time. Utilizing the written solo, scale choices and the original melody are all ways to
approach these sections. 93 provides some new ensembleghike @ sure the volumes of the echoing melodies match throughout the crescendo.

Our Sax soli starts with 4 measures alone. Be sure to no ! Be aggressive. Match your lead Alto. Balance. Use melodic shape to create dynamics. 5 play as 1!!! All of these concepts
will lead to success!! Coming out of the soli, be sure to agagnotice the breath marks in measures 156-158. These are important as they clean up the hits and provide punch and clarity.

177 is the shout chorus and should be big, but balanced. 203 allows your lead Trumpet to shine for a bit as we head towards our ending. All the band under the lead Trumpet should
really exaggerate the crescendos and decrescendos for best effect. After that, we recap the intro into a full band fermata with agressive drums. As you cut this off, let it ring. Don’t be in a
hurry to have the Piano come back in (I like drama!). Piano quotes the end of Number 3, but this time at a slightly slower tempo with a ritard. Last band note is very soft with some high
register piano effects.

Bartok Takes the Trane is an instant favorite of mine. | feel blessed for the original idea and how it flushed out. | hope you will accept the challenge and make this a feature for your
program. Please feel free to contact me with your questions and comments: kris@krisbergjazz.com

Jazz Solo Practice Tracks can be found @ You
aZZ O O and used by going to excelciamusic.com

c and searching for the title of this piece. krisbergjazz.com krisbergjazz excelciamusicpublishing
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