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The Colors and Contrasts of Grief

Paul Suchan’s music has been described as richly colored and skillfully structured; one finds that form is often where
we discover the meaning and emotional impact of the work. He enjoys writing in diverse styles for groups and
individuals of all abilities and levels. His compositions have been performed by symphony orchestras, professional
organizations, university ensembles, high school bands and choirs, and community groups across Canada and the
United States.

Paul Suchan is from Saskatoon, Canada where he graduated with a B. Mus/B.Mus Ed (2007) from the University of
Saskatchewan. He furthered his studies at the Université de Montréal with a M.Mus in Composition (2012) with
composer Alan Belkin.
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Paul Suchan

The Colors and Contrasts of Grief was originally written for 8 part unaccompanied choir and subsequently
adapted for wind orchestra.  While the two versions are musically quite similar, each has its own unique
moments, timbres, and colors.

This is a work that explores the stages of the grieving process.  For many people these four stages are not
segregated, but rather form a continuous,  dynamic, overlapping process. The opening motif heard in the
clarinet in the first measure is the thread connecting every section of the work.  This thread evolves as it
makes its way through the four respective stages. Roughly, the divisions of the work are: Denial (Measures 1
- 28), Anger (29 - 36), Sadness (37 - 53), and Acceptance (54 - 62).
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