
for STRING ORCHESTRA

NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

Explore two modes with your students! Violins and violas introduce the first modal episode, a chant-like melody 
in E Aeolian mode (natural minor) that is reminiscent of early Medieval music. The full string section answers 
with simple block chords that accentuate the modal tonality. The Allegro that follows is set in G Mixolydian mode 
(major scale with a flatted seventh). Dance-like melodies dominate this episode that begins pizzicato and moves 
on to interesting question-and-answer dialogues between upper and lower strings. What a great change of pace 
as the orchestra moves through less familiar modes!

INSTRUMENTATION

	 1	 Full Score
	 8	 Violin I
	 8	 Violin II
	 5	 Viola
	 3	 Violin III (Viola &)
	 5	 Cello
	 5	 String Bass
	 1	 Piano Accompaniment

Educational Packs
	 1	 Violin
	 1	 Viola
	 1	 Cello
	 1	 String Bass

Please note: Our band and orchestra music is now being collated by an automatic high-
speed system. The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order. 

Two Modal Episodes
John O’Reilly

Grade Level: 2 
(Correlates with Sound Innovations for String Orchestra, Book 1, Level 5)
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CONDUCTOR SCORE
Duration - 2:30
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