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FASCINATING RHYTHM

Music and Lyrics by
GEORGE GERSHWIN® and IRA GERSHWIN™

Arranged by DAVE WOLPE

NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

Out of the hundreds of charts I’'ve written, Fascinating Rhythm is one of my personal favorites. It contains,somié challenges, and I*hope you will agree that they are worth

the work.

Here are a few notes and suggestions

1.
2.
3.

10.

11.

All eighth notes are swung.

Pay attention to dynamics. At measure 6, start very soft and build quiekly to'a strong fortissimo in measure 8.

The cascading effect in measure 6 will work best if each part enters with confidence, and a sound equal to or stronger than the previous voice. Build it! The lower
instruments should play the quarter notes accented with full#alue. Make sure the band followsithe lead trumpet on the fall-off in measure 8, which should be long.
Beginning in measure 10, the melodic pattern shduld always end withfa short eighth note,as ‘played by the saxophones and trombones. Here is a solid general rule:
the last eighth in a group is always short.

| always like a swing chart to feel relaxed, but don'’t lay backtoo much in this char orit will tend to drag.

At the key changes in measures 46 and 78, the rhiythm section (espeeially piano and guitar) should clearly establish the new tonality in order to help the soloist
“lock in."

At measure 70, play a full, long fall:

Special attention should be paid todhe dynamics in the backgraund figures being played under the improvised solos—stay under the soloist! This is especially
important during the piano sola starting at measure 76¢There is nothing more frustrating to a soloist or listener than to have to play against an overpowering
band!

Take adood lookat measures 100 and 101. The raythm is tricky, but after nailing it once, the band should be fine.

Note that measures 110 and 111 are in.3/4 time. | have written the tom-tom and cymbal figures in the drum part to mimic the melody in order to help keep the
time locked in. Let it flow, and don't try'to'make it more difficult than it is. For safety, | would suggest that this drum solo be played as written.

The high Ffor lead trumpet is optional—go for it if you have it!

Please enjoy!

—Dave Wolpe
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