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AN ALMIGHTY
FORTRESS gptenic

Arranged by David Shaffer

PERFORMANCE SUGGESTIONS

Dear Director:

“An Almighty Fortress,” Symphonic Prelude, is
based on the hymn tune, ‘A Mighty Fortress Is Qur
God," and was commissioned by the Clinton Massie
High School Band, Clarksville, Ohio, James E. Howard,
Director. When performing this composition, the bold
character of the hymn tune should always be present.
Although forceful in nature, the melodic beauty should
never be lost to other elements or styles of
performance.

There are two separate styles involved in the prepara-
tion and performance of this composition - marcato and
legato. The marcato themes are at the beginning,
measure 32, and 41 to the end. The contrasting legato
themes begin at measures 11, 15, 21 and 38.

Throughout the composition, several measures of the
percussion instrumentation are antiphonal in-character
and should be played as soli sections contrasting the
wind instruments. The Timpani is a very important in-
strument in this composition and cannot be omitted
from the performance.

The m €,J. figure in measures 43 and 55 of the low
brass should be played very cleanly, lightly, and state-
ly. All articulations marked with accents should be
played with a slight amount of separation, but not too
heavy. Tempo indications and changes should be
observed as closely as possible. The Rallentando in
measure 47 should be very drastic, almost coming to
a complete stop, with a very heavy accent on the first
note at measure 48.

The finale begins at measure 66 and should be very
dramatic and sonorous. Volume levels should increase
as the piece slows to the closing.

David Shaffer

THE ARRANGER

David Shaffer was born in Co-
lumbus, Ohio and attended
schools in Grove City, Ohio
before earning degrees at
both the Ohio State Universi-
ty and Miami University (Ohio).
He has taught in the school
systems of Hamilton, North-
ridge and. Wyoming, Ohio.
Currently, he is the Ohio
Director of Music On The
Move Inc., and a free-lance
composer/arranger/clinician.

Mr. Shaffer has numerous published compositions to
his credit. Many have been used at music clinics and
festivals in the United States and Canada, and have
been placed on a number of state contest required per-
formance lists. Just recently, the Japanese Band Direc-
tors Association selected his PRINCETON VARIA-
TIONS for inclusion on their high school required music
list.

Under Mr. Shaffer's direction, the Wyoming, Ohio High
School String Orchestra performed as the opening
group at the 1984 Mid-West International Band and Or-
chestra Clinic in Chicago.
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