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About the Commission
“Variations on an African Hymnsong” was commissioned
by and is dedicated to the Savannah High School of
Performing Arts Wind Ensemble, Michael E. Hutchinson,
Director and Dr. Marie A. Polite, Principal in Savannah,
Georgia.

Program Notes
“Variations on an African Hymnsong” was commissioned
by and is dedicated to the Savannah High School of
Performing Arts Wind Ensemble, Michael E. Hutchinson,
Director and Dr. Marie A. Polite, Principal in Savannah,
Georgia.

“Variations on an African Hymnsong” is based on a
Nigerian folksong. Fragments of the hymnsong appear in
the beginning and then the hymnsong itself is introduced at
measure 45. The piece also features two polyrhythms in
the percussion that are based on authenic African rhythm
patterns. The first polyrhythm section begins in measure
38 and comes from another african hymn entitled “Kyrem”.
The second polyrhythm is based on a rhythm pattern
called “Osebo” and begins in measure 69. While care
should be taken to perform the piece in a festive and
exciting manner, the “mysterious” section must be played
with agressiveness and tension. The volume of the
percussion section must be controlled so that it does not
over power the wind instruments in the ensembie.

The composer would like to extend a personal thanks to
Dr. Bryan Burton (West Chester University, Philadelphia,
PA) and to W.J. McCutcheon (Cleveland, MS) for assisting
in the research of materials for this composition.

The Composer

Quincy C. Hilliard’s compositions

for wind band are published by C.L.

Barnhouse Company as well as

several major music publishers and

and have been performed

throughout the world. His reputation

as a respected composer is

apparent as he is frequently

commissioned to write new

compositions and has been a five-

time recipient of the distinguished

American Society of Composers,

Authors and Publishers (ASCAP)

award recognizing the numerous

performances of his works. He was also chosen as one of
a select group of composers to write a piece for the 1996
Olympics. Dr. Hilliard’s stature as an outstanding
conductor and educator is apparent by the fact that he has
been invited to all parts of the world to conduct, adjudicate
festivals and demonstrate effective teaching techniques.

Dr. Hilliard has extensive pedagogical publications in
journal articles and books. In addition he serves as a
consultant/clinician/conductor to firms within and outside
the music industry. He is also president of Hilliard Music
Enterprises, Inc. a personal consulting firm which has a
corporate board of distinguished music educators. Dr.
Hilliard currently is assistant professor of music theory and
composition at the University of Southwestern Louisiana in
Lafayette.
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