
Please note: Our band and orchestra music is now being collated by an automatic high-speed system. 
The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order. 

NOTE FROM THE EDITOR

All Belwin string parts have been carefully bowed and fingered appropriately by level. The Yellow Very Beginning series 
includes many bowings as well as reminder fingerings for first-time readers. The Red Beginning series includes frequent 
bowings to assist younger players. Fingerings for altered pitches are often marked. The Green Intermediate series 
includes appropriately placed bowings for middle-level students. Fingerings and positions are marked for notes beyond 
first position. The Blue Concert series includes bowings appropriate for the experienced high school player. Fingerings 
and position markings are indicated for difficult passages.

Bob Phillips
Belwin/Pop String Editor

CONCERT STRING ORCHESTRA

Cascade
Bert Ligon (BMI)

Grade 3½

INSTRUMENTATION

	 1	 Conductor
	 8	 1st Violin
	 8	 2nd Violin
	 5	 Viola
	 5	 Cello
	 5	 String Bass
	 1	 Piano Accompaniment
	 1	 Drumset

NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

While driving by Cascade Mountain outside of Banff, I tried to imagine the basic form of Gershwin’s “I Got Rhythm” (a 
staple for jazz improvisers) with chord changes and style as if James Taylor was accompanying fiddlers like Darol Anger 
and Matt Glaser. Cascade is the result. The marked tempo is h = 84. It can be played faster (up to h = 96), but not too 
much slower. After the initial form, the violas trade lines with the first violins, then the cellists trade with the second 
violins. It is possible to open the piece up for improvised solos at m. 113 by inserting the 32-measure AABA at m. 113 
using the chord changes found in the bass part from mm. 49–80, and then returning to the music at m. 113. The string 
accompanying parts (without the soli lines) could be used as backgrounds for the improvised sections.

 Various instruments are featured with written solos at these points:

	 • m. 49 — Viola soli over A

	 • m. 57 — Violin 1 soli over A

	 • m. 65 — Viola soli over B

	 • m. 73 — Violin 1 soli over A

	 • m. 81 — Cello soli over A

	 • m. 89 — Violin 2 soli over A

	 • m. 97 — Cello soli over B

	 • m. 105 — Violin 2 soli over A
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