
Please note: Our band and orchestra music is now being collated by an automatic high-speed system. 
The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order. 

NOTE FROM THE EDITOR

All Belwin string parts have been carefully bowed and fingered appropriately by level. The Yellow Very Beginning series 
includes many bowings as well as reminder fingerings for first-time readers. The Red Beginning series includes frequent 
bowings to assist younger players. Fingerings for altered pitches are often marked. The Green Intermediate series 
includes appropriately placed bowings for middle-level students. Fingerings and positions are marked for notes beyond 
first position. The Blue Concert series includes bowings appropriate for the experienced high school player. Fingerings 
and position markings are indicated for difficult passages.

Bob Phillips
Belwin/Pop String Editor

INTERMEDIATE STRING ORCHESTRA

The Tell-Tale Heart
Michael Story (ASCAP)

INSTRUMENTATION

	 1	 Conductor
	 8	 1st Violin
	 8	 2nd Violin
	 5	 3rd Violin (Viola T.C.)
	 5	 Viola
	 5	 Cello
	 5	 String Bass
	 1	 Piano Accompaniment 

(Optional)
	 2	 Percussion (Optional)

(Triangle/Tom-Tom, 
Tambourine)

Grade 2½

PROGRAM NOTES

The Tell-Tale Heart, the classic short story written by Edgar Allan Poe in 1843, tells the tale of an unnamed narrator who 
is haunted by an old man who lives with him. Specifically, he is deeply troubled by the old man’s vulture-like pale blue 
eye. Deciding to take the man’s life, the narrator enters the bedroom, and after hearing the man’s terror-filled beating 
heart, kills him and buries the body under the floorboards.

After a short while, the narrator hears a knock at the door—it’s the police, who were investigating the loud shriek made 
by the man before he died. After setting the officers’ minds at ease, he once again started hearing the beating heart of 
the old man, quiet at first, but building gradually until he could no longer stand it. “Villains!” he shrieked, “dissemble no 
more! I admit the deed! — Tear up the planks! — Here, here! — It is the beating of his hideous heart!”
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