
program notes
Krambambuli (“Crambanbuli”) is an old German student song sung at America’s older prestigious 
universities and found in college glee club books of songs arranged for men’s recreational, unaccompanied 
singing in parts. There are many verses and plenty of nonsense, providing the opportunity for rowdy 
singing. In the days before everyone had access to radio, TV, personal sound players, and the Internet, 
students made their own music by gathering for group singing and raising the roof with humorous songs, 
such as this.

notes TO THE CONDUCTOR
This is a rowdy song—keep the eighth notes at the frog and off the string so the music has great energy. 
Quarter notes should be energized with fast strokes at the frog, and the dotted rhythms should lift off 
the string. The lower strings have plenty to do. Exaggerate the dynamic and texture contrasts to provide 
variety. Try to capture of the feeling of a party where everyone is having a blast singing together.

Note from the editor
All Belwin string parts have been carefully bowed and fingered appropriately by level. The Yellow Very 
Beginning series includes many bowings as well as reminder fingerings for first-time readers. The Red 
Beginning series includes frequent bowings to assist younger players. Fingerings for altered pitches are 
often marked. The Green Intermediate series includes appropriately placed bowings for middle-level 
students. Fingerings and positions are marked for notes beyond first position. The Blue Concert series 
includes bowings appropriate for the experienced high school player. Fingerings and position markings 
are indicated for difficult passages. 

Bob Phillips 
Belwin/Pop String Editor

Krambambuli
Traditional German student song sung by American college students

Arranged by Sandra Dackow

Correlates with Orchestra Expressions, Book II  Grade Level: 2

ORCHESTRA Expressions™ Series

INSTRUMENTATION

	 1	 Conductor
	 8	 1st Violin
	 8	 2nd Violin
	 5	 2nd Violin (Viola T.C.)
	 5	 Viola
	 5	 Cello
	 5	 String Bass
	 1	 Piano Accompaniment 

(For Rehearsal Only)

Please note: Our band and orchestra music is now being collated by an automatic high-speed system. The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order. 
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