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PROGRAM NOTE Q
The Golden Age of Piracy, spanning from the waters of the Caribbean to the northern coast of thesUnited States, remains an advi , colorful, and vibrant chapter in history. Charles
Vane, "Calico" Jack Rackham, Anne Bonny, and Edward Teach (more commonly known as Bla rd) were four of the Pirate cr ost recognizable and daring leaders.

Although a significant interaction between Teach and Rackham is unlikely due to the fo
that the composer chose to tell an additional story of pirates for the modern conce
piece, Four Captains. These sketches survived several computer migrations, sof
melodies came back to the surface of his mind and prompted him to finish this tale.

it is against this historical backdrop of colorful characters

ate November of
ing his suite Pir 2009, he started sketching ideas for a sequel companion
ployment was only after completing a work for choir that one of the

_m‘

The story begins with Charles Vane at the Gallows, facinﬂ i Carolina. He himself (Vane at the Gallows), showing no remorse for his cruel reputation
and treacherous acts. Bands are often reluctant to sing — en inner musﬁ in a style befitting of a true pirate captain.

The Slapstick immediately following the band singing ifi peand a cha freedom'thanks to Calico Jack and Anne Bonny's Rescue (start of the 6/8 at measure 31).
The "Calico Jack" (4 -8th note motif) and the minor Iris at m. 49) initiate a daring rescue. The important aspect for the woodwinds is to keep the
articulation light and unified — even as the text rticulate with agility and precision.

melody requires full note values (m from every section

ﬁ)ntrlbutes
me to a hea B eard (Black Beard Returns!) arrives at the key change at measure 102. His theme draws upon the first
hed by FJH Music). While volume increases, the ensemble's commitment to characteristic beautiful sound must
mblé*to listen louder than they are playing. Avast me, hearties, we need all hands on deck 'cause there's a story of Four

om to connect! ; i /«W’
ABOUT THE COMPOSER
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movement (Raising the Joll
not deviate or waver. On
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Jack and Anne to the Rescue!
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