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ctor 1st Trombone
1st Eb Alto one 2nd Trombone
2nd &AIQXOphone 3rd Trombone (Optional)
Tst Nr axophone 4th Trombone (Optional)
2 nor Saxophone Guitar Chords
Bafitone Saxophone (Optional) Guitar (Optional)
%Trumpet Piano

2nd Bb Trumpet Bass
3rd Bb Trumpet Drums
4th Bb Trumpet (Optional)

Optional Alternate Parts
CFlute
Tuba
Horn in F (Doubles 1st Trombone)
1st Baritone T.C./Bb Tenor Saxophone (Doubles 1st Trombone)
2nd Baritone T.C./Bb Tenor Saxophone (Doubles 2nd Trombone)



NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

Off the Beaten Path was composed in homage to a big-band style capitalized upon by Neil Hefti, Count Basie, and ma
other legendary jazz artists. This chart for the young jazz band is designed to be an introduction into the use of brushes,
both as a background and solo element, for the learning jazz drummer. Even though the dynamic marking is M£
beginning, keep the ensemble dynamic in perspective to the brushes on the drumset. The rhythm section shoul

think “daht."Work on releases as well for the wind sections, it will make the band sound more polis n section
player (all players) should make it a habit of practicing with a metronome.

Listening is the key to learning jazz style, phrasing, concept, and just about every aspect of jazz and &
encourage all students (and the director) to have an opportunity to listen to the Count Basie Band (choose any re i
Why? Because the Basie band has a distinctive style and interpretation that cannot be written on the music and | gis
the best teacher especially for this particular style of playing and interpretation. The Basi nd has a unique way iplays
together with a relaxed feel on certain notes and phrases. In addition to any Basie r ample, chec the demo
recording of this chart at alfred.com. @

ion is for mer to begin

While the indication on the chart is for the drummer on sticks at the beginning, ano
with brushes at the intro, but only if the band holds back dynamically. e19, the ense ect should emulate
the sound of playing into a bucket mute, through the use of gup mu er bell, or h‘&lnto the stand—pick
one, but make sure all students do the same thing. If bucket & ilable, by ans use them. Play light
up as an extended feature
t should feature a big build
@ection, but avoid over blowing or

ut“sting” t k of the final chord, then decrescendo

losing the style of the piece. The charts quiets down
into the release.

For the solos at measure 52, the written-out

rovided but | e@rage players to begin to improvise. There are
backgrounds provided, cue as desired.

For the rhythm section parts, piano ass writt @e drum part is typical in that it shows ensemble
accents and hits along with straight s ime. The guitar p asisome written-out notes, but primarily has slash marks to
indicate comping. | sugge r-note chords in‘a‘quarter-note pattern. For the best sound ask the guitarist
to use medium thickne i the sourNery bright, acoustic quality and hold the pick loosely between
the thumb and index fin trying to cut off (mute) the sound of the chord right after striking
the strings.

straight quarter

0 —Ralph Ford

é

Enjoy!

azz. | hi%‘

Ralph Ford (b.1963) is a composer,
arranger, conductor, educator, media
creator, producer, writer, radio host,
and announcer with over thirty
years of experience in these various
genres. He is an exclusive composer
and arranger for the Belwin division
of Alfred Publishing Co., with over 240
titles available worldwide for orchestra,
concert band, jazz ensemble, and
marching band.

He earned his undergraduate degree
in 1986 and his Master of Science
degree in 1988 from Troy. He was
then appointed to the Troy music
faculty where he taught orchestration,
arranging, theory, technology, jazz
studies, and applied brass followed by
his appointment as director of bands,
coordinator of winds and percussion,
and professor of music. Ralph retired
from Troy University in June 2011.

A frequently commissioned composer,
his music has been premiered and
performed by university, military,
professional, community, and school
ensembles around the world. Ralph
is also in demand as a conductor,
clinician, adjudicator, and guest
lecturer throughout the United States
and abroad.
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