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Gentle Clouds Roll By

Donald Coakley

THE WORK:

This lovely Chippewa lullaby was first collected on the western shores of the Great Lakes at the beginning of
the twentieth century. The original “Way Way” text was obviously intended to gently lull a baby to sleep.
The English text used here was written by Elizabeth Coakley.

NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR:

At bar 22, some members of the ensemble sing the melody using the original text while others play a simple
accompaniment. This occurs again at bar 59 with the English text and continues to the end of the work. In
both cases make sure that a good balance is established between singers and accompaniment in order that the
singers can be heard. Also be sure that the words are clearly enunciated.

Note values should be observed throughout in order for this work to have the necessary sense of flow. This is
especially important at bar 51 and continuing to bar 60.

Performi is work present rtunities. First, it
desigrate rs ¢f the'ba ingl{the Fhoral

the h tme en tey/are feac bo
teachdrs speall to§he thnd apout Chif)pewh natign,

Donald Coakley studied at the Crane School of Music at the State University of New York in Potsdam, New York, the School of
Music at Temple University and the Philadelphia Conservatory of Music. While studying at the Conservatory, he was a
composition student of Vincent Persichetti and studied trombone with Henry Charles Smith, principal trombone of the Philadelphia
Orchestra. Following graduate school, he taught at Cardinal Dougherty High School in Philadelphia, and also served as conductor
of the Camden Choral Arts Society in Camden, New Jersey. After a successful tenure at Cardinal Dougherty, Coakley joined the
faculty of the School of Music at Temple University.

In the early 1970s, Coakley was invited to join the Music Department of the Scarborough School System, becoming Assistant
Coordinator of Music shortly thereafter. As such, he was responsible for the elementary instrumental music program in
Scarborough. He also headed the instrumental wing at the Scarborough Music Camps, and founded the Scarborough Schools
Symphony Orchestra as well as overseeing four other All-City instrumental ensembles.

Donald Coakley has written successfully for school, university and professional groups. He is a member of the Canadian League
of Composers and an Associate Composer with the Canadian Music Centre. In 1977, Coakley received the Distinguished Service
to Education Award from the State University of New York; and in 1995 he received the Anson Taylor Award for excellence in
teaching from the Scarborough Board of Education.
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Donald Coakley - 1999

English words by Elizabeth Coakley

GENTLE CLOUDS ROLL BY
A Chippewa Lullaby

In a Haunting, Gentle Manner J
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