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Donald Coakley

THE WORK:

This lovely Chippewa lullaby was first collected on the western shores of the Great Lakes at the beginning of
the twentieth century. The original “Way Way” text was obviously intended to gently lull a baby to sleep. 
The English text used here was written by Elizabeth Coakley.

NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR:

At bar 22, some members of the ensemble sing the melody using the original text while others play a simple
accompaniment. This  occurs again at bar 59 with the English text and continues to the end of the work. In 
both cases make sure that a good balance is established between singers and accompaniment in order that the
singers can be heard. Also be sure that the words are clearly enunciated.

Note values should be observed throughout in order for this work to have the necessary sense of flow. This is
especially important at bar 51 and continuing to bar 60.

Performing this work presents two opportunities. First, it offers a chance to use the school choir as well as the
designated members of the band to sing the choral parts. Secondly, it also presents the option to work with 
the history department when they are teaching about native peoples. Consider having one of the history 
teachers speak to the band about the Chippewa nation, and native peoples in North America in general.PREVIEW ONLY
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