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Donald Coakley

From 1962 through 1967, I was privileged to be the Director of Bands at Cardinal Dougherty High School, in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  It was a wonderful school, and impacted my life in many ways.  While the 
dedication of this work is quite specific, in another sense, the composition of the march was a statement of 
gratitude to a school that had enriched my life so greatly. Many of the members of the Cardinal Dougherty 
High School Alumni Band are former students from my years at the school.  Many are close friends.  All are
respected, and admired, on my part.  This march is dedicated, with great affection, to the members of the 
Alumni Band.

The trio of the march is based on the Cardinal Dougherty High School Alma Mater.  It was written by Sister
M. Giovanni, a member of the faculty.  I would like to thank Louis Woodruff, a graduate of Cardinal 
Dougherty High School, and a former Director of Bands at the school, for the use of his harmonization of the
Alma Mater.
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