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Max Williams

THE WORK:

Craigellachie!, a Scottish battle cry, is the name given to the spot near Eagle Pass, which cuts through
Canada’s Rocky Mountains, where the last spike of the Trans-Canada railway was pounded into the earth.
This piece is an attempt to express, in music, the indomitable spirit of all those thousands who struggled so
hard, not to build a railway, but a nation.

NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR:

The opening section should be played at about mm=108. Strive for a crisp staccato on the eighth notes and a
firm marcato on the longer notes. The rall. in bar 13 and 14 should be moderate. The following section,
which starts in bar 15, should be played at mm=72. The melody instruments must play in a lyrical manner
and the accompaniment must maintain a soft dynamic. At bar 31, the counter melody in the clarinets and
oboe, while not legato, must nevertheless be as expressive as the melody. Dynamic levels should rise and fall
with the pitches. At bar 48 a tempo of about mm=116 (to the half note) is recommended. An effort must be
made to keep the style light and playful even in the tutti forte sections. At bar 91 do not play slowly-the
piccolo and trumpet soloists must feel comfortable enough to play very expressively. The chorale at bar 100
should be played in a very sustained style. The finale of the work is recapitulation of the opening and should
be played in the same tempo and style.
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piccolo plays bottom
splits throughout
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