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Currently teaching music at Fletcher's Meadows Secondary School in Brampton, Ontario, Paul Llew-Williams has
taught music for 15 years in the Peel District School Board. Nine of those years have been in instrumental and general
music at the middle school level, and another six at the high school level. Paul has been composing for thirty years in
many different styles, and is also performing regularly with a Latin/ Jazz trio. He has written music for choirs, concert
band, guitar ensembles, and has even written a full blown musical called TRace. He earned his degree at The
University of Western Ontario in Music/ Arts, and went onto earn his Bachelor of Education degree at the University
of Windsor. Paul's varied musical experiences and understanding of the emerging band student, makes his music
approachable, and lends a variety to your band repertoire.
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commissioning new works and appearances.
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DIFFICULTY RATING:GRADE 1.5
Concert Band
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Paul Llew-Williams

In certain African countries it is common for people to gather together to celebrate. Many will bring their
percussion instruments and a spontaneous outpouring of sounds and emotions will help heal or rejuvenate the
community. This is an Abaja.

It is this spirit that I composed this piece in binary form. Its harmony and instrument ranges are simple and
within the abilities of most first or second year band students. The more complex rhythms are spread out
amongst the parts, keeping them simple while the whole effect sounds syncopated and dance-like.

The Declaration features foot stomps and hand claps to get the whole band into body percussion. This
section builds in layers of rhythm and melody to a natural climax until every instrument gets a short turn on
melody.

The Ancestral Dance changes key and accelerates the tempo. I arranged this section at mm=180 to keep the
rhythms easier to read. The conductor may wish to speed up the tempo even further and conduct in 2 rather
than 4. The notes on non-melody parts create a lush sounding chord that is meant to recall the overtones of
the thumb piano.

Due to the nature of African music, all percussion parts should be covered whenever possible.
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Ó Œ œ.
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.˙ Œ
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Œ œ œ œ œ œ.

˙ ˙
œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ.œ Jœ Œ œ
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