
Four Organ Works
Zsolt Gárdonyi at 80

Be Thou My Vision 
Silent Night

Encore
EGATOP



I discovered the music of Hungarian composer Zsolt Gárdonyi (b.1946) through 
Mozart Changes, his brilliant, jazz-infused reworking of the Rondo theme from 
Mozart's last piano sonata in D major (K. 576).    

Born in Budapest to professional musician parents, Zsolt won prizes at the city’s 
university, studying with his father Zoltán (a pupil of Kodály and Hindemith) and 
subsequently at the Liszt Academy in Budapest and at the Musikhochschule in 
Detmold (Germany), before establishing his career as an international recitalist 
and scholar, editing the organ music of César Franck and undertaking specialist 
study on 20th century French harmony.  Zsolt’s honours include the Hungarian 
Medal of Merit (2011) and the Knight's Cross of the Republic of Hungary (2022). 
He settled in Germany in  1968, teaching music theory and composition at 
Würzburg’s state conservatory between 1976 and 2011: he now lives in Hőchberg 
(near Würzburg, Bavaria). Celebrations marking his 80th birthday include a series 
of recitals worldwide, with his son Daniel amongst the players.  

Publication of these pieces marks this anniversary and reflects the composer’s 
abiding interest in hymn tunes and jazz. From the serenity of its opening, Be thou 
my vision builds chromatically to an affirmative conclusion. Silent night opens 
rhapsodically before lush harmony cradles the melody. The crowd-pleasing, 
playful Encore reflects the composer’s enthusiasm for lighter styles, highlighted 
further in EGATOP, his tribute to Erroll Garner, Art Tatum and Oscar Peterson. 

Readily accessible to listeners and with hymn preludes not forbidding in technical 
demands, this collection contains music of immediate appeal - to be widely 
enjoyed. Happy birthday, Zsolt!  
 

https://gardonyi.de/index_en.html 
 
https://gardonyi.de/werkauswahl_zsg_en.html 

 

Robert Gower, Perth 2026 
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           




    
            


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           
  

             

         


       
            

   
               
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                           

               
         

 

                     

  


                       


                 
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31

f

35

38








poco a poco accelerando sin al = 152


cantare con forza

   
  







 
3

3


  

 

 
 

  

        
 



   

          
     

        

          

                                    
 

     
  

  
      

                 

                                
    

  
  

      
 

               
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41

45

48



 


 

sonore

   
simile

  





 




 

              
          

    
 

         
       


   

 

                  

                

               
  

         
    

               
     


  

              
  

                 
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



mf51

f

54

f

57


Sw.

Gt. 


  



 
     

   







Gt.

 
    



  


   





 



  

  




                  
    

  


 




         

 
 


 

    
 

                 

 




 



  

  

 

     

                

      
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60





ff

64

68


non legato

3


3

 sempre marcato






 

 




  

    
      

           

     
                 

  

        

      

            
      


             

          
   

   
   

 

                      

                                

    
  

           
  

                
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71

p ff

74

fff

77

 3 3


  

 
 

   


Sw.


Gt.

 






https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pL4v5Atvvl8


Würzburg 2010

                                   
  

           

            

                        
   


  

        
 

             
  

               


    

         

  
 

 
       

         
   
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