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PROGRAM NOTES

In over a decade of composing, never have I been asked to write a large scale work for the wind band repertoire.
When I was approached by the Alabama Winds about writing such a piece in honor of their founder and
conductor (and my former teacher) Randall Coleman, it felt like the perfect opportunity to stretch my creativity

in a project that would celebrate the career of someone who means so much to so many people.

In preparing to write a large-scale work, I found Professor Coleman’s interest in John Dryden’s poem
Song for St. Cecilia’s Day”, to be a great starting point. As a vocalist in college, Professo
singing Norman Dello Joio’s To St. Cecilia (adapted from the text by Dryden) as one of t
musical experiences of his life. Personally, I found the text to be rich with musical o

lend itself to two contrasting movements. Unlike the original text and the man i esentations 6

bein abstracig0
es dirﬁ&n the first
r

line of Dryden’s poem. The first few notes musically depict the beginning of theQe

described in the text through delicate textures and orche

that focus on St. Cecilia, I wanted my work to focus on the musical a

represented through music.

The title of the first movement, “From Harmony, from heav’nly har
ramework”

tions that develop as the movement progresses.

One interesting observation I found in Dryden’s po xtaposition een the sacred ideas of

their harmo ith other elements within the

ighlights the Qﬁ&for the musical elements to inspire

rst move@

e comcs”@s ;p the poem from the third stanza which

ions that ¢ mmoned by various instruments. The beginning of the
et’s loud clang@r” along with drums that inspire war and conflict. The

@ a section of ﬂ@ing through the sound of a “warbling” flute. The ending of the

- ﬁnal:ar@ong with the Grand Chorus to recapitulate earlier material and

creation and the secular ideas of “jarring atoms

young universe. The second stanza of

he cli

t
passion which is represente t

hark

The second movement, “C

creat ebratory and impactfubfinale.

e Sacred Spheres x\missioned by the friends, family, and former students of Professor Randall O.
oleman in dmn to his 30+ year career in music education. I personally dedicate this work to him

nd am th

V TYLER S. GRANT

October 23, 2021
Atlanta, Georgia, USA

is impact on me as a composer, conductor, and educator.



As from the pow’r of sacred lays
The spheres began to move,
And sung the great Creator’s prai

To all the bless’d above;

So when the last and dreadful hour

John Dryden, 1687

NG SQ CECILIA’S DAY
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