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Traditional

THE WORK:

God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen is a famous and popular Christmas carol. This arrangement is presented in 
two very different ways. One section is a slow and mysterious with a steady ostinato and melody in the 
clarinets above while the other section is an upbeat swing with a walking bass line, jazz harmonies and 
backgrounds. Both brass and the woodwinds get opportunities with melody in the swing section.

NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR:

The opening bass line in the bassoon and bass clarinet are in a comfortable and easy register. This section 
offers a real challenge for developing tuba players. This is something that is attainable with practice but it 
could be left out if playing the upper F’s are not consistent.

The cup muted trumpet parts at bar 15 should be played imitating pizzicato strings.

The percussion in the swing section could be played on set and improvised according to the players’ skill.

Be sure the band does not rush the swing section. The tempo should groove not race.PREVIEW ONLY
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