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Composer’s note
For these settings I have used texts from three great composers of madrigals from the late sixteenth and 
early seventeenth centuries: Thomas Morley, John Bennet and Orlando Gibbons. As a singer I performed 
these texts many times in their original settings and always loved their melodies, their energy, their wit, 
and also, at times, their great expressiveness. I have cast them here in a jazz style with a piano part that can 
be played as written or interpreted freely within the chord structure of the music. I would encourage the 
addition of bass and drum kit and a separate bass and drum kit part is available if needed, prepared by the 
pianist Alex Hawkins.

If you are performing this work with jazz players who want to improvise, you may wish to add instrumental 
solo sections to give them a chance to shine. Here are a few suggestions that you might want to consider:

•	 In ‘Sing we and chant it’, at the end of bar 95, repeat from bar 60 without the choir. The choir can join 
again at bar 97.

•	 In ‘Learned Poets’, at the end of bar 23, repeat from bar 4 without the choir. The choir can join again at 
bar 24.

•	 In ‘Fire, fire!’, at the end of bar 88, repeat from bar 61 without the choir. The choir can join again on the 
last beat of bar 78.

I am grateful to the organisation of the LandesJugendChor in the Rheinland-Palatinate for commissioning 
this work and to their conductor, Jan Schumacher. I have known Jan ever since he was a singer himself in this 
choir when I first conducted them, 23 years ago, in a Europa Cantat Festival in Sweden.

Duration: c.10 minutes

Also available:
Little Jazz Madrigals Bass and Drum Kit Part (ISBN 978–0–19–356156–4)
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