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PROGRAM AND
PERFORMANCE NOTES

AFFIRMATION, as the title suggests, should be played in a
bold and positive manner reflecting the joy and beauty of life
and its natural surroundings given to us by God.

The contrasting slow middle section begins (measure 48) in a
more meditative mood building to a climax in measure 79.
After a brief, reflective four measures the material stated in the
beginning of the piece returns and continues to develop to the
conclusion. This entire last section should be performed with
excitement and drive.

Dynamic markings must be performed with accuracy for a
complete realization of the musical aspect of the composition.
Contrast between the melody and supporting parts is ex-
tremely important. The Woodwind, Brass and Percussion
Sections must be carefully balanced for the shifting colors
:_mbedded in the overall scoring to make their effect on the
istener.

Jared Spears

THE COMPOSER

Jared Spears is Professor of Music, Resident Composer and Chairman of the Composition
Department at Arkansas State University in Jonesboro, Arkansas.

He was born in Chicago, lllinois, and received the B.S.E. degree in Music Education from Northern
lllinois University; the B.M. and M.M. in Percussion and Composition from the Cosmopolitan
School of Music; and the D.M. in Composition from Northwestern University. Some of his teachers
were Blythe Owen, Alan Stout, and Anthony Donato.

Spears has taught on all levels of education in theory, history, composition, percussion, and band,
from elementary through college.

The most outstanding of his awards have been the Faricy Award for Creative Music from
Northwestern University School of Music, Award of Merit from the Arkansas Chapter of the
National Federation of Music Clubs, Outstanding Educators of America—1973 and 1975,
International Who's Who in Music and Who's Who in the World of Percussion—U.S.A., and
recipient of several ASCAP Awards. Spears also has received the President’s Award for the JARED SPEARS
outstanding faculty member of Arkansas State University, as well as an appointment as a

President’s Fellow.

Besides a continuing writing schedule, with over 100 published original works, Dr. Spears has
conducted band festivals, camps, and clinics inthe United States, Norway and Canada, as well as
appearing at universities as guest lecturer.
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Overture for Band

AFFIRMATION

Comimissioned by and dedicated to the Blacksburg, Virginia High School Band, [ana Love, Divector

Conductor Score

Performance Time ca. 5: 50
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