
STRING ORCHESTRA INTERMEDIATE LEVEL

Please note:  Our band and orchestra music is now being collated by an  automatic high-speed 
system.  The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order.  We hope this 
will not present any difficulty for you in distributing the parts.  Thank you for your understanding.

furioso
ROBERT W. SMITH (ASCAP)

	 1	 Conductor
	 8	 1st Violin
	 8	 2nd Violin 
	 8	 3rd Violin (Viola T.C.)
	 5	 Viola
	 5	 Cello
	 5	 String Bass

NoteS to the conductor
Furioso, a musical term, indicates that the music is to be played with vigor and passion.  This composition for the devel-
oping orchestra was written to capture the never-ending energy of our young musicians.  In addition, the piece was 
conceived as a teaching tool with a particular emphasis on the independence of line as well as rhythmic and tempo 
security.

The first three notes should be strong and focused.  As exemplified in measures 1 and 2, dynamic markings through-
out give an opportunity to teach and reinforce the expressive qualities of the music.  Please feel free to adjust the 
dynamic contrasts as appropriate for your teaching situation.

Beginning in measure 7, the interaction between the viola and the bass/cello pizzicato is of prime importance.  To fur-
ther reinforce the independence of line, I have included a percussive contribution in the second violins.  I suggest iso-
lating these figures during the early stages of the rehearsal to ensure communication between lines.

The melodic line beginning at measure 11 should be as smooth and flowing as possible.  Please adjust the dynamic 
marking to ensure balance with your instrumentation.

The final statement of the opening motif appears in measures 67 and 68.  These three notes should be of full length.  
Care should be given to the end of the whole note in 68 and the subito piano in measure 69.  The crescendo in bars 
69-70 should be as even as possible, leading to the ending statement.

I hope you, your orchestra, and your audience find “Furioso” to be a rewarding experience.  It is my hope that your 
students will find the piece to be fun, exciting, and an incentive for many hours of quality practice.  Furthermore, I 
hope that they enjoy the piece in a quintet setting as they continue their ensemble development.  Best wishes for a 
great performance!

Robert W. Smith

INSTRUMENTATION
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