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River of Grass

By Robert Sheldon
Program Notes

RIVER OF GRASS, Op. 232
By Robert Sheldon

Commissioned by the South Florida Pride Wind Ensemble Ft. Lauderdale, Florida
2020 — grade 4.5 - 5:50

River of Grass was commissioned by the South Florida Pride Wind Ensemble,
Ft. Lauderdale, Florida, to commemorate the 10th Anniversary of the Youth Pride Band of South Florida. The
commission was funded by the Jon Sims Endowment Fund for the Performing Arts (www.jsef.org)

Inspired by the Everglades, ollen thought of as a slow-moving river of grass just to

the west of Ft. Lauderdale, the piece begins with a fast-paced tempo inspired by a ride in an air-boat,
gliding over the sawgrass through the marshes and pine flatwoods. As evening descends, the music depicts
night-Cme in the glades, with moonlight shimmering on the water, but with a sense of solitude and
uneasiness knowing you are surrounded by the many creatures that call this place home. The piece ends
with a sea-plane ride taking us from Lake Okeechobee to the coastal waters, soaring over the sparkling
skyline and glittering beaches.

rs

About the Composer

One of the most performed composers of concert band music, Robert
Sheldon's compositions are performed around the world and appear on
many international concert and contest lists. With over three million copies
of his compositions and books sold, Dr. Sheldon regularly accepts
commissions for new works and produces numerous publications for
concert band and orchestra each year. For more information, please visit
www.robertsheldonmusic.com.
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FULL SCORE Commissioned by the South Florida Pride Wind Ensemble to commemorate the
10th Anniversary of the Youth Pride Band of South Florida.

GRADE 4 Funded by The Jon Sims Endowment Fund for the Performing Arts (www.jsef.org).
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