
Please note: Our band and orchestra music is now being collated by an automatic high-speed system. 
The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order. 

NOTE FROM THE EDITOR

All Belwin string parts have been carefully bowed and fingered appropriately by level. The Yellow Very Beginning series 
includes many bowings as well as reminder fingerings for first-time readers. The Red Beginning series includes frequent 
bowings to assist younger players. Fingerings for altered pitches are often marked. The Green Intermediate series 
includes appropriately placed bowings for middle-level students. Fingerings and positions are marked for notes beyond 
first position. The Blue Concert series includes bowings appropriate for the experienced high school player. Fingerings 
and position markings are indicated for difficult passages.

Bob Phillips
Belwin/Pop String Editor

CONCERT STRING ORCHESTRA

February: Carnival 
From The Seasons

PIOTR ILYICH TCHAIKOVSKY 
Arranged by STEVEN H. BROOK

Grade 4

INSTRUMENTATION

	 1	 Conductor
	 8	 1st Violin
	 8	 2nd Violin
	 5	 Viola
	 5	 Cello
	 5	 String Bass

PROGRAM NOTES

In late 1875, Nikolai Bernard commissioned Tchaikovsky to write a cycle of twelve solo piano pieces for inclusion in 
his monthly music journal, Nuvellist. This announcement appeared on the cover of the December 1875 issue: “Our 
celebrated composer P. I. Tchaikovsky has promised the editor of Nuvellist that he will contribute to next year’s issues a 
whole series of his piano compositions, specially written for our journal, the character of which will correspond entirely 
to the titles of the pieces, and the month in which they will be published in the journal...”

Thus, Tchaikovsky’s The Seasons sprang to life. Bernard himself chose the subtitle for each month’s selection and provided 
each movement with a poetic epigraph indicating the piece’s character. February’s offering was entitled “Carnival” and 
included this epigraph by the Russian poet, Pyotr Vyazemsky:

“At the lively Mardi Gras 
soon a large feast will overflow.”

NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

A festive and joyous romp with the master! Calling for bravura as well as lyrical playing, this arrangement is sure to please 
both audience and performer alike. The interplay between the instruments provides moments for each section to shine 
and will help take ensemble skills to the next level. Tchaikovsky’s rich musical vocabulary offers an excellent opportunity 
to develop chromatic fingering skills and enhance note-reading abilities. A challenging yet quite attainable piece.
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CONDUCTOR SCORE
Duration - 3:10
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