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About the Arranger

Texas Bandmaster Hall of Fame member Van B. Ragsdale has had a lifelong
passion for playing in, directing, and consulting with bands. During his
33 years as an active band director, his bands earned numerous state

and national awards, including two selections as Texas State Champio
“Honor” Bands...in Odessa at the largest junior high school IeQ

\)

l,
and in Midland at the largest high school level. The 2008 regcipie
of Eastern New Mexico University’s Distinguished Alumniﬂw
the 2018 Texas Bandmaster Association’s Meritorious t
, oser,
arranger, and speaker throughou ed States a served as

adjunct professor of music educati Si ommerce.
Awarded membership in the prestigi erican@Society Composers,

ith McCarley,
which was featured in the 2013 award-winning feature : e, Jean, live in San
Antonio, Texas. ﬁ
Ameyi Le 0
rch)
Charles Wesley Parker (born in Bato ouisiana in 1878; d in Houston, Texas in 1946) grew

up in Marlin, Texas, southeast of Wace. alented corn e studied with the virtuoso A. F. Weldon
in Chicago while attending the i o Conservat sic. In 1903 Parker was appointed the
instructor of mandolin and at Baylor Uniy, ere he also conducted the band, which
was started by students i . der his le e band grew in size and stature, eventually
becoming the offici Band. After bec ssociated with Patrick Conway, he left Baylor in

e moved to Houston, establishing the Parker Music
n as Houston’s “Music Man.”

s Conway Band.
ame affectionate

1918 to play in the §
Company where he b

Originally published in 1920, American Legion March was dedicated to that organization but has been
out of print for several years! iVar ngement” more closely resembles an “edition” ...essentially
scored for modern bands a géntury later. In the “modernization” process, several instrumental parts
were eliminated from the eaﬂ? ion: D-flat Piccolo, E-flat Clarinet, Alto Clarinet, Bass Saxophone,
and Alto Horns, as thes ents and parts are not in common usage today. It must be noted
that their elimination thing away from the original arrangement, as every note of every part
eliminated is still pr¢ some other instrument of comparable timber. The earlier practice of scoring
for three Corne umpet parts was discarded in favor of scoring for three Trumpet parts, as
there wasso ch ication in the older version. Wherever the term “optional 8va” is present (e.g.
measure he conductor is given an option for his/her own editorial purposes to suit ensemble
need er octave was in the original.

ision of Excelcia Music Publishing, Wingert-Jones Publications is proud to place this great
standar arch, edited with the inclusion of a full conductor’s score, back into publication.

You

Tube]

Wingert-Jones Publications

Recordings are available on all major streaming services.
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