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Piccolo - 1
Flute 1 - 4
b
Obo
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larinet 1 ¥ 4 —J

Bb Clarinet 2 - 4
Bb Clarinet 3 - 4
Eb Alto Clarinet / Contra alto Clarinet - 2
Bb Bass Clarinet / Contra bass Clarinet - 2
Bassoon 1 -1
Bassoon 2 - 1
Eb Alto Saxophone 1 - 2
Eb Alto Saxophone 2 - 2
Bb Tenor Saxophone - 1
Eb Baritone Saxophone - 1
Bb Trumpet 1 - 2
Bb Trumpet 2 - 2
Bb Trumpet 3 - 2
Horn1,2-2
Horm34 -2
Trombone 1 -2
Trombone 2 - 2
Trombone 3 - 2
Baritone Bass Clef - 1
Baritone Treble Clef - 1
Tuba - 1
Xylophone, Bells - 1
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Sonics

Donald Coakley

Sonics was commissioned by the Markham District High School Wind Symphony, Bill Thomas Conductor. Cast in a
strict sonata-allegro form, the work opens with a brief slow section that introduces the thematic and harmonic material
that will be used throughout. The opening two bars contains the thematic structures that constitute the first, second and
closing themes.

All stylistic and dynamic indications should be adhered to strictly. Much of the writing is linear so balance should be
given particular attention so all simultaneously sounding lines are heard. As well, these are sections in the work that
involve a rhythmic dialogue. Here the balance should be attended to carefully in order for all the rhythmic gestures in
the dialogue to be heard. Trombone glissandos should be exploited but at the same time should not sound harsh.

Bar 11 - upper woodwind parts must be played at a forté dynamics; also the
answering trumpet figures, even though muted. The same thing occurs at bar 21.

Bar 105 - The note values in the cluster line that occurs between bars 105
and 109 should be strictly observed; also the crescendo and diminuendo.

Bar 134-145 - the rhythmic dialogue that occurs through these bars, must
be carefully balanced so that all three rhythmic lines are heard. This also

t S c he
145 Ghe snfire difum a i
be po Tvo snagé dru i h

continuous crescendo should be clearly defined, somewhat exaggerate
and consistent.

Bars 194-203 - the playing in the trumpets and trombones should be strong.

Bars 257-272 - the independent lines in this fugal section must be
clearly defined and balanced. As well, the rhythmic gestures within
are shifting metres must be accurately played.

Bars 280-286 - the playing in this section must be vigorous and decisive.
Make sure the melodic line is heard. As well, the counter melody in the
horns and alto saxophones should be prominent. The rhythmic gesture
in the timpani at bar 282 should be treated as a solo.

Bars 301-309 - the trombone glissandos should be heard. Make sure the
section sustains the dotted half notes that follow each glissando at the
double forté dynamic. Also within these bars the third trumpet sixteenth
not gesture supported by the snare drum should be heard.

Bars 325,326 - the trombone glissandos here should be prominent. Bar
325 should be treated as a soli for the section.
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Commissioned by and dedicated to the Markham District High School Wind Symphony
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Bill Thomas, Conductor
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WWW.Cjg-music.com

Fon: +49 (0) 8231 /99 34 22
Mail: info@cjg-music.com
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