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The Piano Preludes of George Gershwin occupy a unique and fascinating space in the history of American Music: ershwin’s tri $introduction of Rhapsody in Bluein
1924, he began composing short pieces for solo piano. Some scholars believe that the composer intended to produce a set of 24 ntially raising an intriguing parallel with
J. S. Bach’s Well-Tempered Clavier. Perhaps a more likely model for Gershwin was the 24 Prejudes by Claude Debussy. Debu monic and coloristic propensities certainly have
much in common with Gershwin’s body of work.

performed various combinations of these in informal settings, but the first major music was in of the Three Preludes premiered at the Roosevelt Hotel
in New York City in December, 1926, with the composer at the Piano. 0

ve suggestive of the blues scale. Immediately, the piece explodes into
N US for another thirty years or so, but clearly, Gershwin was widely

In large part due to his untimely death at age 38, we are unlikely ever to know just w ended. He left uﬁpreludes in some stage of development. The composer

The brief (slightly more than a minute) First Prelude begins with a slo
an exuberant dance reminiscent of the Brazilian samba style. The sam
conversant with indigenous styles from other lands as meose 0

The listener has barely caught a breath before the ensemble at is

NOTES T@

s if the player imenting with solo ideas for an improvisation. Encourage them to take their time. The wah-wah
ou might wan y the opening solo on Alto Sax, with “smears.”)

The Trumpet solo in the first two bars should
effect should be really “sultry.” (Depending on yo

The Allegro ben ritmo e deciso begi

at measure 3, and s hold steady until the last beat of the piece. A tight groove is an absolute necessity in order to realize the
potential of the First Prelude.

isq 00. formance, easily available on YouTube and highly recommended, largely adheres to that. A band is not a Piano,

Gershwin’s metronome ma Hi 0
slower te ndicated,in thisiarrafigement allows the music to “breathe” in this large ensemble setting while still allowing forward momentum to be

however, and | believe
maintained.

S music e played withhgreat rhythmic discipline, the best performances will display a quality of ease and élan. When a section or soloist has the tune, they
jazz band members taking up the lead in their respective turns.

L i*a bit, in keeping with the %
Enjoy thi \taste of the “Roaring 208¥. Pl visit my composer page at rwsmusic.com to connect! B% /W_(
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