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Shipyard Trudge
By Matthew Manning (BMI)

Program Notes

Ahoy matey! Shipyard Trudge is a march that centers around the idea of crewman working on an
old shipyard. The crewmen work day in and day out on the ship with minimal breaks and pay to
make ends meet. The piece is written in D minor, with the opening melody conveying a tune the
crewmen would sing while working. The middle section brightens up the piece by modulating to F
major, depicting the crewmen talking about their hopes and dreams beyond the shipyard. Life
dawns on them, however, as they realize their dreams are too little too late. The original melody
pops back up as they return to work.

About the Composer
Matthew Manning (b. June 2nd, 1996) is an African American composer
and music educator from Blue Springs, Missouri, who graduated from the
University of Central Missouri with a bachelor’s and master of arts in music.
During his undergraduate years, he was heavily involved in a variety of
ensembles, such as orchestra, marching band, concert band, jazz band,
chamber ensembles, and vocal ensembles.

Currently (2022), Mr. Manning performs with ensembles around the Kansas
City Metro area, such as the Lee’s Summit Symphony, The Lee’s Summit
Community Jazz Orchestra, The Liberty Community Band, and the
Warrensburg Community Jazz Band. Mr. Manning is currently in his 4th year
of teaching middle school orchestra (6th-8th grade) in the Blue Springs
School District. He teaches beginner orchestra (6th) at Brittany Hill and Paul
Kinder Middle School and intermediate and advanced orchestra (7th-8th)
at Paul Kinder Middle School.
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