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Donald Coakley

The title Cantos  derives from that form of poetry in which a poem, in many cases epic in nature, consists of
many short verses. The titles of the four movements are quite arbitrary. However, each title does reflect the 
music of the movement to which it is assigned.

Prologue has a fanfare-like quality and should be played energetically and with style. All stylistic indications
should be strictly observed.

Interlude is, to a large extent, a solo for the oboe. In the absence of a secure oboist, or if there is no oboist, the
flute section can assume the responsibility for this solo material. Again, the members of the band should 
follow all stylistic and dynamic indications.

Dance should be played with great attention to rhythm and stylistic considerations. In measures 24-32, for 
example, the brass players should delineate tenutos and staccatos very clearly.

Epilogue, like Prologue, should be played very energetically and with careful attention to all stylistic 
considerations. Piccolo and xylophone should play their solo passages in a virtuosic, flamboyant manner, as 
should the alto and tenor saxophone at measure 11, and the timpani at measure 35.
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