
Please note: Our band and orchestra music is now being collated by an automatic high-speed system. 
The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order. 

NOTE FROM THE EDITOR

All Belwin string parts have been carefully bowed and fingered appropriately by level. The Yellow Very Beginning series 
includes many bowings as well as reminder fingerings for first-time readers. The Red Beginning series includes frequent 
bowings to assist younger players. Fingerings for altered pitches are often marked. The Green Intermediate series 
includes appropriately placed bowings for middle-level students. Fingerings and positions are marked for notes beyond 
first position. The Blue Concert series includes bowings appropriate for the experienced high school player. Fingerings 
and position markings are indicated for difficult passages.

Bob Phillips
Belwin/Pop String Editor

INTERMEDIATE STRING/FULL ORCHESTRA

Minnie the Moocher
Words and music by Cab Calloway and Irving Mills

Arranged by Ralph Ford

INSTRUMENTATION

	 1	 Conductor
	 1	 1st Flute
	 1	 2nd Flute
	 2	 Oboe
	 1	 1st Bb Clarinet
	 1	 2nd Bb Clarinet
	 2	 Bassoon
	 1	 Bb Bass Clarinet
	 4	 F Horn

	 1	 1st Bb Trumpet
	 1	 2nd Bb Trumpet
	 3	 Trombone
	 1	 Tuba
	 1	 Mallet Percussion 

(Bells)
	 3	 Percussion 

(Drum Set, opt. Ride 
Cymbal, Snare Drum,  
Bass Drum)

	 1	 Piano Accompaniment
	 8	 1st Violin
	 8	 2nd Violin
	 5	 3rd Violin (Viola T.C.)
	 5	 Viola
	 5	 Cello
	 5	 String Bass

Grade 2½

NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

A jazz classic that has stood the test of time, this arrangement captures all the magic of this great Cab Calloway tune. 
First recorded in 1931 by Cab Calloway and his orchestra, Minnie the Moocher is best known for its famous scat phrase 
“Hi De Hi De Hi,” performed as a call-and-response with audiences. He performed the song on film for the first time in 
1955’s Rhythm and Blues Review and much later in 1980’s Blues Brothers at age 73.

All eighth notes should be executed in a swing style, as indicated with the tempo. The marked tempo is the slowest you 
should play the chart, but it may be played slightly faster (92 bpm max) if so desired. The vocal scat, or call-and-response, 
of the original is recreated in this arrangement. Be sure to sing the scat sections with the appropriate style. While this 
arrangement does not match any recorded version, it is close enough that active listening of the Cab Calloway Orchestra 
would be a great starting point in the proper stylistic interpretation of this jazz classic.
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Words and music by 
CAB CALLOWAY and IRVING MILLS

Arranged by Ralph Ford

© 1931 (Renewed) EMI MILLS MUSIC, INC. 
Exclusive Print Rights Administered by ALFRED MUSIC PUBLISHING CO., INC.

This Arrangement © 2012 EMI MILLS MUSIC, INC.
All Rights Reserved including Public Performance

Minnie the Moocher
CONDUCTOR SCORE
Duration - 2:30
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>̇ œ œ# - œv>̇ œ œ- œv
>̇ œ œ# - œv˙n > œb œ- œn ^

œ œ œ œ
∑

¿ ¿œ ¿ ¿ ¿œ ¿œ œ œ œ
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‰ .œ> œ œ œ
‰ .œ> œ œ œ
‰ .œn > œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ
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¿ ¿œ ¿ ¿ ¿œ ¿œ œ œ œ
‰ ....œœœœn >
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Jœ- .œ> œ- œ- œ- œn ^
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jœ# - .œ> œn œ œ- œvjœ- .œ> œ- œ- œ- œ# >

Jœ- .œ> œ- œ- œ- œ>
jœ# - .œ> œN - œ- œ# - œ>jœ# - .œ> œn œ œ- œ>
jœ- .œ> œ- œ- œ- œ# >
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