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As Spirits Soar
By Christina Huss

Program Notes

Soaring melodies and tons of energetic rhythms are the heart of “As Spirits Soar”, an exciting new work from
composer Christina Huss. With plenty of percussion parts to go around, this thrilling musical adventure is
strengthened by multiple layers of melodies and countermelodies, and gives plenty of interest and
teachable opportunities to the entire band. Written in the key of Bb, this piece utilizes contrasting styles,
melodies, articulations, dynamics, and techniques- all within reach of young players. A great choice for an
opener or closer for your next concert, your band is sure enjoy this lively and imaginative musical journey.

About the Composer
With a career spanning 35+ years in music education, Christina M. Huss
has taught and conducted bands at both the middle school and high
school level, most recently as Director of Bands at Valdosta Middle
School, where she retired in 2016. Throughout her career, Ms. Huss’ bands
have performed in multiple venues throughout the Southeastern United
States and have consistently received superior ratings in various state
and regional events.

Ms. Huss has served in a variety of roles in state music affiliations, and has
enjoyed several honors and awards, including Teacher of the Year and
STAR Teacher, during her 28-year tenure at Brooks County High School in
Quitman, GA. Since retiring, Christina enjoys composing music for band,
and continues to mentor and teach middle school band part-time for
the Lowndes County, GA band program. Prior to coming to Lowndes
County, she served as Director of Bands at both Valdosta Middle School
in Valdosta, GA and Berrien Middle School in Nashville, GA.

Ms. Huss is a founding co-director and conductor of the Azalea Winds
Community Band based in Valdosta, GA, where she continues to
perform and serve as an adjudicator, guest conductor, and clinician.
Most recently, Ms. Huss is a 2021 Recipient of the Citation of Merit from
the Women Band Directors International.
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