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UNIDAD EN RITMO
(AN AFRO-LATIN TRIBUTE TO CULTURAL UNITY)

“Afro-Latin Jazz” is often described as an infectious blend of European melodies and lush harmonies with a heart-
beat rooted in the rhythm treasures of Africa. The collaborations of artists like Dizzy Gillespie and Tito Puente gave
way to a worldwide love of an artform with humble, profoundly spiritual, and yes, even oppressive beginnings.

The intent of this original composition is not to add African rhythms in their purest form to Spanish-styled melodies
reminiscent of my own ancestral heritage, rather, to pay respect to the result of the organic progression, through
time- of the humble cultures thrown together on a small island, and which contributed to the development of these
very specific Afro-Cuban forms into what they are... today.

These four iconic styles range from ethereal, to joyful, poignant, and intense. In this work: many authentic patterns
are woven into the fabric of the winds as well.

On a personal note: In addition to acknowledging the maltreatment of indigenous people, it is also important
to acknowledge that this artistic (and spiritual) union could not have occurred without the tragic circumstances
surrounding the unforgivable transportation of enslaved people to the Caribbean. Thoughts often drifted to this
fact while writing, and so some of the emotions stirred at the mere contemplation of their suffering may be felt in
the Bolero and Afro-Cuban 6/8 sections. Each brief section represents elements of life that are best experi€need (or
endured) through unity, mutual support, and appreciation for the trials each of us experiences in our own ways

1. Guaguancé: (3/2 Rumba Clave) Serenity in feeling friendship

2. Son Montuno (2/3 Son Clave): Joyful Unity in play and dance

3. Bolero: Sorrow, and its healing- through unity and mutual empathy

4. Afro Cuban 6/8: Adversity overcome by perseverance, hope and,support
*Finale: The will of the human spirit to overcome, and help@thersito do so

It is also hoped that the exhilaration (in the wish to see otherg'rise‘above their straggles)isialso evident in the ending
section, where the initial theme heard during the joyous (Son Montuno) returnstowards the end of the Afro-Cuban
6/8 to represent the indomitable human spirit transcending the.négative events that we may all suffer as a result of
life’s trials. Hopefully we may continue to teach our young people to actively legkifor those who are struggling and
provide support, as well as embrace each other’s uniqueness with respechand interest, and to celebrate life’s triumphs
and sorrows together in friendship and empathy through the music that many of our ancestors created... together.

“Unidad en Ritmo.”

Rehearsal Notesto"Conductor

6 Percussion players are essential Regarding Smaller Percussion Items Needed
(not including Xylophonke) in chair order: e 7Egg Shakers e 1 Medium Cow Bell
1. Congas D Aux. Perc. 1 o 1-2 Shekere(s) w/wood hammer handle
2. Bongos 5. Aux. Perc. 2 e 1 Suspended Cymbal ¢ Wind Chimes
3. Toms/Djembe 6. Timpani (4) w/Timp mallets * 1 Sm or Med Marching BD (opt)
¢ 1 Medium Gong e Finger Cymbals (opt)

The following are optional in order of preference:
1. Marching BD

2. Crash Cym
3. Drum Set

General Placement of Percussion

Skins percussions’ie’;"“€ongas, Bongos (and *Djembes if available): Must be placed beside (and definitely NOT
behind the winds, a8 clear hand tones/articulations and projection of rhythmic patterns are crucial for success.

» Congas mustalways be closest to String Bass, again, BESIDE the winds, not behind

e Tubas placed on the side are also ideal if at all possible, as they would be closer to the Congas.
* Bongos should be place beside Congas

* Aux 1 and 2: Beside each other to share Sus Cymb and Gong duties

e Placement of Toms (left to right): Med /High /Low

3 Toms/3 Dembes part is performed by the same player. Toms absolutely must be used in Mvts 2 and 4 and can be
used in all other sections if Djembes are not available, although Djembes for the “distant drums” introduction, Mvts
1 and 3 are preferrable for more cultural authenticity.

e Mvt. 1 Djembes w hands (or Toms w/mallets if Djembes not available)
e Mvt. 2 Toms w/ Timp. Mallets (not djembes)
e Mvt. 3 Dembes w hands (or Toms w/mallets if Djembes not available)
e Mvt. 4 Toms w/ Timp. Mallets (not djembes)



Stylistic Interpretation in Each of the Four Sections

All “small” notes are optional for greater ease, but are highly preferred if possible
All chromatic Glissandos throughout the piece should be smoothly and evenly played, and should be
played closer towards the end of the beginning pitch

Section One (Guaguancé): depicts tranquility and safety, and thus should have a delicate, ethereal sense to it:

Minimal players underneath the solo

Delicate and lifted releases in winds

All staccatos are light, all eight notes without staccatos should be played full length
Accented eighth notes are always LONG

Lip falls are gentle and gently fading (ie, not played heavily),

Section Two (Bar 66 to 156: Son Montuno): depicts exhilaration, should be played precisely and energetically

In Son Montuno styles, the Bassline “Tumbao” and Congas “Tumbao” essentially steer the ship. Fhis term
means that these two patterns “lay down” the groove.
A metronome (starting slowly) this section is essential for achieve precision of the interlocking puzzle
of rhythmic figures.
Care must be taken to read the exact rhythmic pattern in the percussion. Unlike a jazzpand'setting, in this
piece: the exact part must be played as written (no improv. fills)
The congas two key patterns that must be played as written with theshand tones in the provided legend
o The basic, 2-bar “Tumbao” pattern (Bar 66 ) coincides/#ith the “Cascarfa” pattern’ (normally covered
by the timbale player but (Bar 106) covered by thesToms rim clicks/shaken/ ride cymbal
o The 2-bar escalated pattern (Bar 124) coincides with the escalating “Campaneo” pattern again normally
covered by the Ride (Sus Cym) bell and the Cow bell
Percussion must listen for the flutes at all times o avoid overbalancing theswinds
The Toms player will be covering two essential Patterns simultaneously
o Bar (“Cascara” RH rim clicks usually used'in subdued section§) and the Bomb6 LH (bass drum kick) role
o Aux Players (Sus Cymbal and Cow/Béll) will cover themore escalates “Campaneo” pattern
Wind articulations should be played as ifina jazz ensemble setting, however
Staccatos should not be too short, as they are included more,aswa‘Clear stopping point to avoid being playing
into the rests that follow.
Lip falls should be played with mgre of quick, acéentedsenergy
The figure below occurs offen‘and must befplayed as»”DAHdit” (long first eighth) and not “Tahtaht”.

g

>

Although the crucial “Bomb¢” (kick dtum)ghythm for Sect 2 (Son Montuno) is also covered by the Toms player, a
deeper tone can be added by assigningranothér player to a heavily muffled Med marching BD, laid flat)

Section Three (Bar 160 to 184: Bolero): This section depicts sorrow, and should be played in a manner to evoke
feelings of great anguish and human compassion

Phrases shouldgise from pp, and fade into pp

Vibrato on thessustained notes should be used for the oboe solo at 164, which can also be played by soprano
saxophone (via the clar 1 cues) so long as a deeply warm tone is achieved. Clarinet is not a preferable choice
for the selo, agfvibrato is essential for the expressive effect desired.

Percussionyghust be played gently. The standard Bolero pattern is found in the Congas, while the Bongos
serve for of a (written) light ornamental role.

The finger cymbals are preferable but can be played on the Bell of the suspended cymbal by either Aux Perc
player (who are placed beside each other)

Section Four (Bar 185 to End: Afro-Cuban 6/8): This section depicts adversity, and eventually, transcendence, and
should be played in a manner to evoke these emotions in the audience

Horn/Alto/Trpt “rips” (upward moving glissandos) and Trombone “smears” (downward moving glissan
dos) should be played with intensity, never sacrificing intonation/tone.

Including the traditional-style shouts in measure 203 adds more authenticity, and these should be performed
with strong, short bursts.

Shekere should double Cow Bell, but Cowbell must be present. Shekere can be covered by a wind player.



Written for the Greater Miami Symphonic Band, conducted by Robert Longfield (Musical Director) and Dr. |. Steven Moore
Full Score Co-Premiered at The 2023 CBDNA by the FAMU Symphonic Wind Ensemble, Dr. Shelby Chipman, Director 5
and the 2023 SCMEA by the Clemson University Symphonic Band, Dr. Mark Spede, Director
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* Mic flute soloist(s) or stand up front (do not change octave)
** Adjust no. of accomp. players as needed for balance

7

Swayingly (Solo or Soli)
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