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Percussion 2: Crash Cymbals/Hi-Hat, Bass Drum

PROGRAM NOTE

Don’t stop! You're almost there and.in just a few more minutes, you will reach your goal. Between you and this achievement is one more
battle so grab your wand and complete your quest. You are about to level up!

Notes to Conductor

Tempo must be strictly maintained throughout the work. There will be a tendency for the tempo to drag, especially when the melody is
written in long note values over a fast tempo. Without rushing, encourage the students to play with sense of urgency during the minor key
sections. The contrasting melody in major can be played in a more relaxed manner, as if an achievement has been earned.

The mallet percussion part is divided between bells (stems up) and xylophone (stems down). If there is only one mallet player available,
priority should be given to the bells part with the xylophone considered optional.

Ask the snare drum and timbale players to practice “energetic restraint” to avoid playing over the rest of the band. Balance the ensemble
so that all parts are heard equally.

This piece encourages the idea that fast note values can occur on strong beats rather than exclusively on weak beats. In order to create
the best possible effect, pay careful attention to the articulations. In particular, the staccatos must be performed short and separated but
always with a good tone.

Finally, have fun and remind the students to play with great joy!

Best wishes!  fi/
’/ j‘,ﬁ \5 [ nw

About the Composer

Mark J. Connor (b. 1971) is a composer, conductor, and educator whose focus is writing for concert band. Mr.
Connor’s works appear on several state lists. An educator and composer for over 20 years, Mark has taught at
levels ranging from junior through college and has been commissioned by numerous schools and professional
ensembles. He currently teaches college level music theory and compasition in the St. Louis area.
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