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Harry S. Truman was born May 8th, 1884 in Lamar Mo. At the age of six the Truman family moved to

Grandview and then to Independence Mo., which Mr. Truman called home.

As a young man he helped his father on the farm, was a timekeeper for the Santa Fe Railroad, and

worked in the mail room for the Kansas City Star.
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In 1905 he joined the National Guard and at the end of

World War I was discharged from the army with the rank

of Captain.

Upon returning to Independence he married his childhood sweetheart Elizabeth

Wallace, better known as Bess.

In 1919 Harry, and a friend, opened a men's haberdashery, which was a

financial failure.

On Feb. 17th 1924, Mary Margaret Truman was born to Harry and Bess.

Mr. Truman's first two public offices where held in Jackson County Mo., where he served as a judge of the

County Court and Presiding Judge.

As a United States Senator he served two terms, and in 1944 he was elected Vice-President, and upon the

death of President Roosevelt he became the 33rd President of the United States.
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In 1949 he was elected to the Presidency. Choosing not to run for re-election, he returned to Independence as

a private citizen. Mr. Truman died on Dec. 26th 1972. He is buried in the courtyard of the Truman Library in

Independence.
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Harry Truman loved the political arena and he view politics as an important American institution. He once

remarked that "politics is a fascinating game, because politics is government."

He believed that "Only the free play of political opposition can guarentee the survival of civil

freedom."
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The sharp wit, for which Mr. Truman was noted, often showed when he talked

politics. "I don't like bipartisans," he said. "Whenever a fellow tells me he's

bipartisan, I know he's going to vote against me."

In 1940, the Republicans had taken a political poll that told them they had an edge.

Said Mr. Truman, "It was a mighty sharp edge... They got cut to ribbons on election

day."
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(2x's)

The office of the Presidency was held in high regard by Mr. Truman, yet he was able to speak of his tremendous responsibilities with candid observations. After a few months in office he believed that “being President was

like riding a tiger, a man has to keep riding or be swallowed.” 

(1x)

According to Mr. Truman, “The President spends most of his time kissing people first on one cheek and then on the other in order to get them to do what they ought to do without getting kissed.” 

(1x)

His presidential speeches were noted for being tart and direct. He was asked to explain his “give ‘em hell speeches.” He marked, “I just tell the truth and they think it’s hell.” 
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Next to politics Mr. Truman’s’ great love was music. As a young boy he loved to practice the piano. As early as

5:00 am the neighbors could hear him relentlessly practicing his scales. 

He once confessed that “he missed being a musician and the real and only reason he missed being one was that

he wasn’t good enough.” 
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Among his favorite composers were Beethoven,

Mozart, and Chopin. Without question there is one

song most associated with the pianist, Harry Truman. 

When you hear it, you can almost see him and feel his

presence in the room. 
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One of his favorite pieces was written in 1893 by

Mary E. Walsh, it was a waltz entitled, the

BLACK HAWK. 
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As Chief Executive, Truman was called to make many important decisions. He was always direct and firm. A

quality that was truly Harry Truman. On his desk could be found the words, “the buck stops here.” Which served

to remind everyone that he took complete responsibility for the decisions. 

His signature was placed on numerous documents of major significance including: The “Truman Doctrine”, the

United States Charter, the North Atlantic Treaty, the declaration which proclaimed a state of emergency

regarding the United States involvement in the Korean War. 
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Other important executive duties included the relieving of General MacArthur of his Far East assignment and the

signing of the proclamation declaring the end of War War II. 
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On Mr. Truman’s shoulders rested one of the most crucial decisions made by any person since the beginning of

time, a decision that will affect mankind forever. He said “whether or not to use the atom bomb for the first time

was the hardest decision I ever had to make. But the President cannot duck hard problems – he cannot pass the

buck. I made the decision with ablest of men in our government, and after long and prayerful consideration. I

decided that the bomb should be used in order to end the war quickly and save countless lives – Japanese as well

as American.” 

It was his desire that the discovery be used for peaceful purposes and that all must be done to prevent its use for

war. 

On August 6

th

, 1945 the atomic age was born when the first atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima, Japan. 
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He said that “being an American is more than a matter of where you or your

parents came from. It is a belief that all men are created free and equal and that

everyone deserves an even break. It is this respect for the dignity of men and

women without regard to race, creed or color… That is our creed.” 

Mr. Truman’s voice was like the clarion call of the trumpet. 
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A resounding voice that spoke loud and clear for democracy, for equality, for

peace, for dignity of man, and for America! 
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