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Program Notes

This lovely piece is from Yunnan province in China. The word, yunnan, refers to “the south of clouds.” It sounds 
beautiful, and it really is a beautiful place. Yunnan province, where many minorities live, is located in Southwest 
China. It has a vast territory with magnificent mountains, rivers, and abundant natural resources. Yunnan is bordered 
by Burma in the west and Vietnam and Laos in the south. Because of its beautiful melody, “A Little Stream” is well 
known by most Chinese people and is passed from generation to generation.

Notes to the Conductor

One of the most well known folk songs of China, yet less well known elsewhere, this piece describes the beauty of a 
stream as it moves across the terrain—flowing quickly, flowing slowly, moving quietly, and tumbling loudly over a 
waterfall. String orchestras perform many tunes describing rivers in Europe and the US, and now they also have an 
Asian musical description of a stream. While this is an authentic cross-curricular work, the orchestration combines 
the pentatonic, traditional, jazz, and modern harmonies in 2/2 time. 

At the beginning of the piece, you might feel the moonlight shadows reflecting on a little stream. Then the stream 
flows—sometimes fast, sometimes slow, sometimes as quiet as a small pond, sometimes as loud as a waterfall. 
Through the music, students might experience a journey on a little stream through a natural setting. The arranger is 
seeking simple, yet expressive playing, with a large sound and profound meaning.

The tempo and the speed of Chinese folk songs are not standardized. Different people singing traditional Chinese 
folk songs perform them in different ways. So, it is acceptable to play faster or slower than indicated. Play this piece 
with a little bit exaggeration in order to make the instrument sing the folk song. 
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Traditional Yunnan Folk Song of China
Arranged by Albert Wang

A Little Stream
(Xiao He Tang Shui)

Copyright © 2012 by Highland/Etling Publishing, 
a division of Alfred Music Publishing
All rights reserved. Printed in USA.

CONDUCTOR SCORE
Duration - 4:00
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