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A Christmas Carol

for Narrator and Concert Band

By Randall D. Standridge
Program Notes

Charles Dickens first published his novella A Christmas Carol in 1843. Since then, it has become one of the most well known
Christmas tales, thanks in large part to its combination of festive cheer, ghostly chills, and philosophical elements. It has become so
popular that even the name of its main character, Scrooge, has become a word unto itself in the English lexicon.

This new work, A Christmas Carol, attempts to illustrate this fimeless tale through narration and hints of familiar holiday tunes. It is
presented in the form of an attacca suite with five distinct movements (or “scenes”) that mirror the five chapters of Dickens’s
novella. The piece begins on Christmas Eve with Scrooge being visited by the ghost of his business partner who warns him he will be
doomed to a terrible fate if he does not change, and that he will be visited by three spirits (“I. Marley’s Ghost”). The piece contfinues
as Scrooge is shown bittersweet scenes from days gone by (“ll. The Ghost of Christmas Past”), scenes of holiday merriment (“lll. The
Ghost of Christmas Present”), and dark visions of a possible future (“IV. The Ghost of Christmas Yet o Come”). The piece ends with
Scrooge awakening a changed man, his heart full of festive cheer (*V. Christmas Morning”).

I hope you and your loved ones enjoy this heartwarming and ghostly tale, and | wish you all happy holidays.
Peace Love and Music

Special Notes:

-The "ghostly moaning” in movement one should be performed as if tormented and in great pain. Please avoid a
campier approach. The effect should be eerie and unsettling...not funny.

-The bass drum note that signals the cellar door opening should be shockingly loud. Don't hold back. Scare them.
-The tempo of each movement is crifical to its dramatic effect. Please stick as closely as possible to the suggested
tempi.

-The narration cues may be read live or you may download them from our website at randallstandridge.com.

About the Composer

Randall Standridge (b.1976) received his Bachelor of Music Education from
Arkansas State University. During this time, he studied composition with Dr. Tom
O'Connor, before returning to Arkansas State University to earn his Master's in Music
Composition, studying with Dr. Tom O'Connor and Dr. Tim Crist. From 2001 to 2013,
he served as the Director of Bands at Harrisburg High School in Harrisburg,
Arkansas.

Mr. Standridge is currently published by Grand Mesa Music, Alfred Music, FJH
Music, Wingert-Jones Music, BandWorks Publications, Twin Towers Music, and
Northeastern Music Publications. Mr. Standridge has had several of his pieces
performed internationally, and has had numerous works selected to the J.W.
Pepper's Editor's Choice and Bandworld Top 100 lists. His compositions Snake
Charmer, Gently Blows the Summer Wind, and Angelic Celebrations also published
are included in Teaching Music through Performance in Band series. He has had
several works performed at the Midwest Music Clinic in Chicago, IL. His work
Art(isms) was premiered by the Arkansas State University Wind Ensemble at the
2010 CBDNA conference in Las Cruces, New Mexico. Mr. Standridge is also a
contributing composer for Alfred Music's Sound Innovations: Ensemble
Development series. His music is gaining recognition as worthwhile literature for
concert festivals and performances across the United States and internationally.

In addition to his career as a composer, Mr. Standridge is the Marching Band Editor for Grand Mesa Music Publishers.
He is in demand as a conductor, clinician, drill designer, composer, and music arranger for the marching arts. He is also
a freelance artist, photographer, and writer. He lives in Jonesboro, AR with his family. For more information about Mr.
Standridge, visit his website af: www.randallstandridge.com
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ys e"o U s - 60 . 2. He sat in front of the fire, hating Christmas, hating his fellow man, and saying "Bah-Humbug" to everything.
Play 3times 3 wnen suddenly, his chamber bell began fo ring all by ifself!

[

o

Dbty ‘ r ‘ 1
Narrator %h‘u % ! } ! B |
Play 3rd fime only
Div. Div.
T~ P
Lg g £3 & ¢ g £
p i — o 1 - i — ® 1
Flute/Picc. % — } - : — }
Pr
P Play 3rd fime only
J— - - ' - e —
Oboe g«v*“u % B 53—
Play 3"’””‘/90“')’_’—\ P
rs o 1 - > &
Bassoon [ P57 Cm e t }
= — } t
Poiay 2nd/ard Times cresc. (last fime)
= — v
B: Clarinet 1 > % &
° e
N )
cresc. (last fime)
rp Play 2nd/3rd Times
N - . . =
B> Clarinet 2 % % 8
o K
N — )
Div. rp cresc. (last time)
B> B H |
Clarinet |2 —4— e — : — [E—— L —T
B v 9 e 3 E R <3 E v ¢ 2z o
P T cresc. (last time)
Play 3rd time only
- f)
B Ao [EA—x — ‘ } i
Saxophone % = o s e —
P _ — | crese (last time)
Play 3rd time only
B> Tenor ,? —z } j
Saxophone %“v 4 o — -
e — -
P cresc. (last time)
Div.
E» Barit 4 %
—4— — ] — — ] —
Saxophone L =9 e o 3 ’ e S ’ oo o o
P T cresc. (last time)
L
P —
B: Trumpet 1 ||[Hy>—% 8 :
5 4
H |
B> Trumpet 2 "}:\ 5 ‘:‘ 3
P 5 %
Play 3rd time only
- _ _ ‘
Horn in F % 1 — ] = 2
™ o hd
P -_— —  cresc. (lasttime)
Play 3rd time only ; .
S ) L J J 5 J :
Trombone 1-2 [ F57P—7# Cm e — = — i
o = 3 } — L
e —
V4 Play 3rd fime only cresc. (last fime)
. S Ca—— - &
Euphonium ;i - f }
- i i
P cresc. (last time)
(bottom notes are optional)
r> o 1
Tuba 75— —1 i i f f i i f | i f i i —
3 333 T 3331 i3 3 33¢% :
°
P — TTT——————— cresc. (last time)
L Tune: F, By, C, B> (med. hard mallets)
%
Timpani v i —T T f i — T f f e T I f — T
—t— % 9 o 9 ; ¥ o+ ¥ ; o o o < ; & o+ &
p Bells (hard mallets)
" Play 3rd time only
Percussion 1 . — =
Bells/Chains/ I — re oo
Tambourine P ———
mf
Chimes
) D byon : : : : —_—
Percussion 2 — 1 1 1 j —— » -
Chimes/Bells % 23 z z r e — i
Vibraphone (hard yarn mallets)
Play 3rd time only
Percussion 3 [—0-bi—x L £ £ £
i )] % | T T T
Chains/Tam-Tam % = i i f f
ya N
Play 2nd/3rd Times
Percussion 4 Sleigh Bells
Sleigh Bells/ ./ e P £ £ £ £  m— e e o o £ £ £ £
snare Drum/ |} % - - i i i i ! | | i ! | | i T } } }
Wind Chimes/ 23
Tam-Tam
Hoso
ass Drum
Play 3rd time only
Percussion 5 [~ Z
Bass Drum/ | A %4 o o
Triangle e —
e ppT I< mp ———— P
n us. Cym. riangle
Percuis;::c‘s —— ———}+ Play 3rd time only
Tam-Tam/  |yr % - %
Crash Cymbals/ |Eor % z
Ride Cymbal/ B —
JAvniv i p—— mf

1 2 3 4

Copyright 2022, by Randall Standridge Music, LLC. All Rights Reserved. Purchase required for public or recorded performance.
RSM C048 See "Permission to Photocopy..." agreement in score regarding digital distribution rights and usage of copyable parts. Signature required.
All other forms of duplication constitute an infringement of U.S. and International Copyright Law, and will be prosecuted by the publisher.



9 A Christmas Carol - Score

AL, A ~ ~ ~ ~
A5 1 7 = !
Nar. % o) T 1 1
The basement door boomed as it opened on its ownl And he heord fhg sound§ of g_hosﬂ\/ moans Before him appeared the ghost of Jacob Marley, dead now seven years!
and chains draging up his stairs.
r r
n_——mm— "N Ghostly Moans, and "Ebenezer Scroogegradually getting louder
Ly A ~ £ £ ~
g D b T T
I 75 e w ‘
oJ mf
4r 4r Ghostly Moans, and "Ebenezer Scrooge"gradually getting louder
AL, A ~ ~ ~ ~
p s =
ob. | %% 2 |
.) T T
mf . . .
4 Ghostly Moans, and "Ebenezer Scrooge"gradually getting louder
. o)
e = f : =
Bsn. 75 > —Hf 12 i i
= | ‘
@ @ Ghostly Moans, and "Ebenezer Scroogegradually getting louder
Lf | A ~ ~ ~ ~
B.ClL1 |y 2 £
gl 6 1 1
mf’
Ghostly Moans, and "Ebenezer Scrooge"gradually getting louder
L~ ~ ir & ~
B:CL2 |2 ‘ i
2 & ! !
N T
’mf Ghostly Moans, and "Ebenezer Scroogegradually getting louder
~n ~n
P eS== : :
oJ & ) ~
Ghostly Moans, and "Ebenezer Scrooge“gradually getting louder
L ~ ~ ~
as [£5 : :
X {ey =
ANIY.4
oJ N v/
mf Ghostly Moans, and "Ebenezer Scroogegradually getting louder
fH | i) | i)
) AN T T
e [ 5 2 ‘
oJ & - o/
-~ Ghostly Moans, and “Ebenezer Scroogegradually getting louder
2, ol al P ~ ~
B.Sx. [fo—H 2 1 f
eJ T T
Ghostly Moans, and "Ebenezer Scrooge"gradually getting louder
L ~ ~ ~ N ~n
B> Tpt. 1 i
> Tpt. ((ona
oJ
Ghostly Moans, and "Ebenezer Scrooge"gradually getting louder
~n ~n o) N ~n
B> Tpt. 2 {ey?
oJ
Ghostly Moans, and "Ebenezer Scrooge"gradually getting louder
A | ~ ~ ~
D’ AN T T
Hn. |55 ; =
re Trombones Glissandi up and down at varying tempi, o/ A4
creating a nightmarish effect mf Glissandi continue
L ~ ~ o) ~ ~
ra o = —— == =
Tbn. 1-2 7 l,"w;v‘ o £ £ 2
-~ Ghostly Moans, and "Ebenezer Scrooge"gradually getting louder
: o)
SO o £ o
Euph. 7 ial’\ub g\} = } i
! [
Ghostly Moans, and "Ebenezer Scroogegradually getting louder
y o i o
Tuba 7 i;,-’,\”b 9} T = ’j
€ zZ e hd
o/
B 4 % % ¢
Timp. |55 2 z 2 —= o
o/ o/ o/ o/ o/
Chains (rattle) ‘ﬂ’
~ ~ ) ) ~
Ay S -
Perc. 1 'S‘V a2 irv N
/RN ~ ~ ~
Perc.2 |fayPb——1 ] = P -
DR | |
~/
Chains (rattle)
9y 2 ~ ~ A ~
Perc.3 |fay?b" © ©
® |
Chains (rattle)
~ ~ ) o) ~
Perc. 4 [HI ‘NJ ‘v\/ =
(shockingly loud)
~ ~ ~ ~
T Z
Perc.5 [ |
o
7 >
-~ ~ ~ -~ Tam-Tam
Perc. 6 [ e
S -
p



A Christmas Carol - Score

<
N
1]
-9
-
o
=
o
[
L
=

A o | ﬁév ﬁ\dv ~ k. ﬁl-v 0 | [1T» N
tw\‘ mmJ -\\N pmJ TN e e e ™ e 8 || e ool TN e -\\N e -\\H mmJ
| ~t ~y \\an T T \ \\Mwﬂ 1 e \\an TN a4 \\an \\AWGH JEE| | [TT™ ~t | AN ﬁ
. .l | T [l [
A I\l I, L . 1L
gt 1y ] I Iy
I e e g k. L AL e Q| I L . | pmJ L)
ﬁ{\i \ ﬁ}i \ ﬁli
e e 1A
T [T BEL.
s s s T T %] e TN I e L o0 L e \ ™ s
e e T
79 179 TN ~t I~
™ ™ TTe
M ST m s il S M & ol o] & mEs i oy e
‘\ N awwc ﬁ\#
|, HEN 179 th T tml Trm! [}, A ™ [} 188 | HEE Ll T th
RAEi HH HH HH RER -+ -1 M HH AN RRE'
| A [9(A AR 8 A DA AR R (A N (A N RA Al [SE- || ASRL AR [TOA N AN O R N
i 18N T RL I ﬁ LIS ﬁwa - Rl 1A H\\-. 79 ﬁ\'. .Lvl\\ gL i [T1® A a
Rl BRI 79| | P\H— T T TTTOA A ™ Al |t [T TTTOA T .-D\\H g P\H— TTeA TTT® (A Al o L TN m
dﬂ\q ik k. N W
oLl m Aot %A %A [TTTOAL | Aj8lL TN A %A L ™ A AR [T AL Al o A TTT$IA T A Ean IARZIRRAY ]
P\g ‘\\.. N\ LIS M\A g BIAIR L
-] T TN A e s ™A Ao TS TN A e e AMNLL  Aeel TIM A [TTTA -\\i
AeLL AW ASL i ™A ™A TN o | MwA Aol i A Aealll Aol MTTwA TTRA AR N Mo
[ ] [ ] [ ]
i Jelll Jelll - || all Sl TR el Jalll all
-] (L <ol TI™ A mE TTTT®A T .-\\H TTT®A L T A e .i}_ (o TTT®A TN Aol a TN
« o al 1 V | 2 | T N
o | A8l TIA T A i N TI®IA L TIA o Ao Ao TI®IA A A |8 N M
Y ‘1-. AJ | AL
..@ T [TA TTeA LI TTeA e TTeA (A TTeA -\\H
Aol A AQLL i [TT®A MesA TN Y TTeA Aol i A AL AR ™A TTRA AR N .
1 ] ]
RCAAR eL AN Er YN [TT9A i a A MeA el el N
o] el el TN A 7T oA k. ..\\i A AL TN A L ..w}_ Aol %A A A N M
« (Y58 nl 1 v | 2 | ik il
ol | ASLL A T [TTeA |/ N TI®IA i T A il Aol A& TI®A T IA Ao N M
.PJ ﬂi-. ﬂi . Ll
-] T TN A i TTeA MeA TN A [TTHA e i [T8A  Aeall] TIM A TTHA .\\i
! AL Al N Al » | TTT®IA e Aol b | T Aol Y AL Al Al T TTRA AR A i M
Lnf\‘ o P\g —\\'. Bl 1 ﬁ\\\' F\\'. A [ 179 _H\\'. .-\H JEE H\\A . e _H\\'. H\#‘ F\\'> A ng W -\\i
YN A T ol g .- ELYaE; g ik Yl el .k b | T - [TPA AR 5 a4 nd
o
2
AL s AL sQ N A IR A [TRASQA(S A M A ML s AN s A A MAS DA i AN ML LIRS
TN TN TN 1IN [ TR 1IN TN TEN TN 1IN 1IN
fld a e e & Fd Fd ld e o & Fla —d e d e e - —d 4
oo D N BN, NG N NG N N N N N MW ) a a a NP NP e = = =
\ s ra \ ra \ ra \ ra (
o = a c - ~ = % » 5 - ~ & o = o a - ~ ©® < w ©
2 - ° & 5 5 b 2 2 2 3 i = - g £ E g g g g g g
prd prd @ < = @ = = c [ = = 7} 7} 7} 7} [ (7}
=

13

12

11

10



>
>
ul

H>
>

A Christmas Carol - Score

TS

sT2K3
d
>

2 e ¢ o @

cresc.
cresc.
cresc.
cresc.
cresc.
cresc.
cresc.

=
k4

2

705
(>
705
ey 2>
b4
p"
b
)
) Co .y
7 5P
b A
y i
{ey >
p
y i
(e
<P
i
y 4
{ey
AN
y 4
(o

reJ

Nar.

Fl.

Ob.
Bsn.

B> Cl 1
B:Cl. 2
A. Sx.
T. Sx.

<o echal cchal o o <o A el el el o cchul s
e |
TIM A AL TN A NS Aee AN A TINA e m .\; !
qu T
TN Aol A AR Aealld ASpL TIM A e L TN 2 | M
A [TT8A - el 1 ) | e
A T‘ TTRA ..w}_ Aol T -\; o o
T
TN AL (A oA Aeall Ao T (A i N ™ A ML .
e ik y | N
™A NJ E MeA e m .\Q -\\i M
Aol [TTRA AL AR AQLLL . M o | Al M m
A [1T9A ~o L oL Ya b ™ N
A r; [TRA .i}_ oL Y -\\H Ty N -\\H
T
TITOIA AL TTT8IA A Aealll Aol TIToIA A RN N ™ A WL .
N}-. e | a
TTHA nlt X YaAS AapL TTNA TN A e ™ .\@ -\\H M
EJ A EJ; e A
TTA AL MTRA AR Aeelll ASpL [TeA TT®A m T 0 | Al M e
A (TS Rt AN el ) | e N
A FH TTRA Y el -\\H ik i -\\H
T
[TdA  Adll TS A MTTA Aealll ASpL [TTRA [TTRA i N ™ Al N Mo
e T A T )| aL
TN MJ - [TTTeA H1- A e ™ -\Q -\\i M
i A
AR MTTRA AN A AQpL N T o Al M !
- ma YN el ) | e N
. TH - -] Aol -\@ o o -\\i
e
\\\@\/f AL S TIPS AL SO AL S \\@>f \\\m>f IRRYRY N e N (TR
aL
TN Aol MTeA A Aeall] AN A TN N . A.H
AN A N
Aol [TOA i N
Nl 182
Al o] [T®A o
A Lo L1l o le A i al A 1 W
A TR & h o IS [TA N8 S ks S fmJ Ay
ﬁ-. MJ. mlw N
e | e -\\i
L R, X T 1% » | | e A-Lz? A
Ml ) {l IS\l
1) 7Y L) -\i )
g g g g g
g g g g o 8
IS o @ o JHENS} Rk TN T N ©
N H5H 1y 1N 1N 1Y 1Y
o & Fd —d e d e - —d 4
N NO N N A a a NP NP e =
ra \ ra \ ra
» - ~ & o = o a - ~ © < )
“ 3 3 = - g 8 £ g g g G g
@ = = < o = = 1] 1] 1] ] ]
F @0 .klu o o o o o

19

17 18

Crash Cymbals
16

>

15

14

mf

Perc. 6



7
3
3
3
3
7
7
3
3
i
i
7
3
3
3
3

b1
1t
L
i
i
i
-

60

Heed their words, change your ways, or my fate will be yours!"

You will be visitied by Three spirits.

Mysterious .
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A Christmas Carol - Score

Mvt. II: The Ghost of Christmas Past

Nostalgia &=120

The ghost of Christmas Past came first, showing Scrooge scenes of his childhood, young love won...and lost.
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The Ghost of Christmas Present
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Full Miniscore on request.

QY Vollstandige Miniscore auf Anfrage.
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