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Romanian Folk Dances

Bela Bartok

Arranged by Carmen Gassi

Bartok is famous for his love of Hungarian and Romanian folk music. He spent many summers traveling
through small villages in both Hungary and Romania recording and transcribing folk music, a lot of which
would later appear in many of his compositions.

Romanian Dances, which is based on folk tunes collected from Hungary and Romania, is a set of seven short
dances originally composed by Bartok for piano in 1915 and orchestrated by himself in 1917.

In this arrangement for clarinet choir the third dance titled Pe Loc has been omitted. While interesting
orchestrally, it did not provide ample engagement for the entire clarinet ensemble. Due to Bartok’s thick
textures, there is very little doubling between the parts with the ensemble consisting of five separate Bb
clarinet parts and bass clarinet. Your ensemble will enjoy the variety of folk tunes many of which feature
modal harmony. Each part has a turn at sharing the melodic focus. For maximum effect please adhere to the
attacca markings suggested by Bartok.

I. Jocul cu bata (Stick Dance)
II. Braul (Sash Dance)

IV. sana. (D c

V. PofrgajRo @ as maWian Polki)
VI. tel JTRast DAnc

VII. Nlarunte t Dhince
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B. Bartok

(1881-1945)

ROMANIAN FOLK DANCES
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II. BRAUL (Sash Dance)
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IV. BUCIUMEANA (Dance from Bucsum)
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V.POARGA ROMANEASCA (Romanian Polka)

Allegro J=132
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