
strip the willow
traditional

Arranged by ralph hultgren (APRA)

INSTRUMENTATION

	 1	 Conductor
	 8	 1st Violin
	 8	 2nd Violin
	 5	 Viola
	 5	 Cello
	 5	 String Bass

CONCERT STRING ORCHESTRA 

Notes to the Conductor
The composer writes:
I had always thought that in “bush dancing,” an Australian barn dance, the “Strip the Willow” 
was a lively reel-style dance. It seems that the tune I have adapted here may not fit the dance as 
I remember it. I do remember the foolishness I encountered as the other participants and myself 
stretched to make each move, and endeavoured to leap across flailing bodies in a valiant quest for 
control and decorum! Basing their work on old Scottish and Irish tunes, bush bands provide the 
musical accompaniment to these exuberant activities. The joyous and energetic dances such as 
the Strip the Willow are often accompanied by tunes like “The Soldier’s Joy,” which is the melody 
I have used in this animated Aussie romp! The work was commissioned by the “Composition and 
Competition: New Music for Schools” project - a joint initiative of the Young Conservatorium, 
Queensland Conservatorium Griffith University and Education Queensland. It was premiered 
in April of 2005 by the Bundaberg State High School String Orchestra with Christine Buwalda 
conducting. 

-Ralph Hultgren June 2006

Please note:  Our band and orchestra music is now being collated by an automatic high-speed 
system.  The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order.  We hope this 
will not present any difficulty for you in distributing the parts.  Thank you for your understanding.

All Belwin string parts have been carefully bowed and fingered appropriately by level.  The Yellow 
Very Beginning series includes many bowings as well as reminder fingerings for first-time readers.  
The Red Beginning series includes frequent bowings to assist younger players. Fingerings for altered 
pitches are often marked.  The Green Intermediate series includes appropriately placed bowings for 
middle-level students.  Fingerings and positions are marked for notes beyond first position. The Blue 
Concert series includes bowings appropriate for the experienced high school player.  Fingerings and 
position markings are indicated for difficult passages. 

Bob Phillips 
Belwin/Pop String Editor

Note from the editor

Grade Level: 4
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Joyful and Bright  (h  = 92-108)
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Strip the Willow
Based on the old Irish fiddle tune - Soldier’s Joy

CONDUCTOR SCORE
Duration - 2:35

© 2007 BELWIN MILLS PUBLISHING CORP. (ASCAP), a division of ALFRED PUBLISHING CO., INC.
All Rights Reserved including Public Performance

To purchase a full-length recording of this piece, go to alfred.com/downloads

The work was commissioned by the "Composition and Competition: New Music for Schools" project - 
a joint initiative of the Young Conservatorium, Queensland Conservatorium Griffith University and Education Queensland. 
It was premiered in April of 2005 by the Bundaberg State High School String Orchestra with Christine Buwalda conducting.
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