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Tenor Saxophone 1				    1
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Guitar Chord Chart				    1
Piano						      1
Bass						      1
Drums						      1
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Clarinet (optional)				    1
Horn in F (optional)				    1
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Swingin’ Winner, Chicken Dinner!
DAVID SAMUEL

Grade 11/2

PREVIEW ONLY



PRACTICE TRACKS

Jazz Solo Practice Tracks can be found 
and used by going to excelciamusic.com 
and searching for the title of this piece.

The story goes that the phrase “Winner, winner, chicken dinner” originated in Las Vegas back in the day when casinos had a chicken dinner for $1.79. A 
standard bet at the time was $2.00, so if someone won a bet, they had enough for a good meal. Over the years, it has become used as an exclamation of 
victory in general. I thought it would be an appropriate title for this tune because it has several call-and-response passages between the Brass and Saxes where it 
sounds like each section is claiming victory for itself. Basically, it is a fun chart, with a fun title!

Performance Notes

This is a blues with a bridge that offers each section a crack at the melody, as well as having some interplay between sections of the band. I know you probably 
spend a lot of time telling your Trumpet players to get “out of the stand”, but this chart actually uses that technique to serve as a kind of mute and help enhance 
the dynamic contrasts. Be sure to make the most of the subito piano and crescendo at measure 43. This will help start the solo section off with a bang.

Swingin’ Winner, Chicken Dinner!

David Samuel is a native of Pensacola, Florida. He received his Bachelor’s Degree in Music Education at Troy University. After 
graduation, David continued his education at Troy where he obtained his Master’s Degree in the Science of Education. David 
has composed and arranged music for concert bands jazz bands, and marching bands around the southeast and is a multi-award 
winning writer for his music on JW Pepper. In addition to his composing and arranging, David enjoys performing live as a jazz 
pianist. David is currently the Director of Bands at Foley High School in Foley, Alabama.

About the Composer

excelciamusic.com/david-samuel davidsamuelmusic excelciamusicpublishing
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#
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#
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A. Sx. 1

A. Sx. 2

T. Sx. 1

T. Sx. 2

B. Sx.

Tpt. 1

Tpt. 2

Tpt. 3

Tpt. 4

Tbn. 1

Tbn. 2

Tbn. 3

Tbn. 4

Gtr.

Bass

Drums

Pno.

Œ œ- œ ˙
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