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The Rudiments of Music

The signs used to show the position (pitch, either high or low) of the tones are called nofes. They are
written on what is called the sfaff, which consists of five parallel lines and the sparces between the lines.

The lowest line (or space) is called the first line (or space); the next line (or space) above, the second: etc.:
that is, both lines and spaces are counted from below upwards.
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Notes that are either too high or too low to be written on the staff must be set on or between short
added lines above or below. These lines are called leger-lines.
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For naming the notes, the first seven letters of the alphabet are used. In the key of € major the letters come
in the following order: C, D, E, F, G, A, B, ending on C. These eight notes form what is called the scale of C
major. Every scale is composed of five whole-steps and two half-steps, which occur in the following order:

Scale of C major

Whole-step Whole-step Half-step Whole-step Whole-step Whole-step Half-step
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Tonic Supertonic Mediant Subdominant Dominant Superdominant Leading-tone Tonic

A sharp (§) written before a note raises it a half-steps a fla¢ (b) written before a note lowers it a
half-step. A natural (§) restores a note to the original pitch.
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C sharp B flat Restored by the natural
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Chromatic Scale, ascendin, ’ Chromatic Scale, descending
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There are two modes, the major and the minor mode. The principal scales in the minor mode are the
melodic and the Aharmonic.

Melodic Minor Scale, asceiding and descending Harmonic Minor Séale,ascending and descending
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One important difference between major and minor scales is that in the major there are four half-steps
‘between tonic and mediant, but in the minor there are only three.

Major mode Minor mode





