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Program Notes: 

On 26 October, 1875, Paris witnessed the premiere of Jacques Offenbach’s opéra fèerie Voyage dans la 
Lune.  The opera, loosely based on the Jules Verne novel From the Earth to the Moon was a major 
spectacle, with four acts, 24 scenes, two ballets and 673 costumes.  The overture to Voyage to the 
Moon contains material from the opera with an introduction, a beautiful horn solo, a lyric section and a 
brilliant presto conclusion in the spirit of Offenbach’s Can-can. 

 

About the Arranger:   

Since his retirement as conductor of “The President’s Own” U.S. Marine Band, Colonel John R. 
Bourgeois (Ret.) has maintained a very active professional schedule serving as a guest conductor, 
clinician, artist in residence, and adjudicator for bands all over the world.   He became the 25th director 
of the United States Marine Band on May 31, 1979 and has been the president of the John Philip Sousa 
Foundation. He has served as president of the National Band Association, and as president and later 
chairman of the board of directors of the American Bandmasters Association. He has been a member 
of the board of directors of the World Association of Symphonic Bands and Ensembles, and as 
American Vice President of the International Military Music Society. He is also a member of the Military 
Order of the Carabao, the Alfalfa Club, and Washington's prestigious Gridiron Club.  He is highly 
regarded as one of the masters of wind band literature, concert marches, and performance practices 
throughout the world. 
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